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I. IN viewing the confuſed, turbulent ſtate 

of the world, and comparing what has 
paſſed in it, with the preſent ſcene of things; 
it is natural to enquire, whence comes all 
the diſtreſs and miſery we hear or read of ? 
whence inteſtine diviſions, rebellion, © wars 
and fightings,” with all their conſequential 
calamities? Not from Gop, nor from his 
holy laws; they bear no ſuch fruit, produce 
no ſuch effects. {(b) © The work of righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall be peace, and the effect of 
righteouſneſs, quietneſs and aſſurance for 
ever.” (c) Come they not hence,” ſays an 
inſpired writer, © even of your luſts?“ —The 
depraved ſtate of the human heart is the 
radical cauſe. (d) The heart is deceitful 


(a) Matt. xvi. 3. (+) Iſa. xxxii. 17. 
( James iv. 1. (d) Jer. xvii. 9. 
B above 
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above all things, and deſperately wicked, 
who can know eit?“ (e) © For out of the 
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adul- 
teries, fornications, thefts, falſe witnels, 
blaſphemies.“ 

Hence, as from an overflowing fountain, 
have iſſued forth the polluted ſtreams of ſin 
and corruption, which cauſed the old world 
to be deluged, and which have been, and 
ever will be, the cauſe of all ſufferings. 

The Lawciver, Gop, has given to his 


rational creatures determinate laws; laws 


infinitely wiſe and good, by which to regu- 
late their defires, views and conduct; cal- 


culated for his own glory and their hap- 


pineſs. Thus he ſpeaks to his people Iſrael— 


(f) © What nation is there ſo great, that hath 
ſtatutes and judgments ſo righteous, as all 


this law, which I ſet before you this day.” 


(8) © O how love I thy law, ſays the King 


of Iſrael, it is my meditation all the day. 


Thou through thy commandments haſt made 


me wiſer than mine enemies, for they are 


ever with me. Great peace have they which 


love thy law, and nothing ſhall offend them.” 
This the Pfalmiſt experienced. (4) © For 
the commandment 1s a lamp; and the law 


(e) Matt. xv. g. Y) Deut. io. 8. 
(2) Pſalm cix. 975 98, 165. (») Prov. vi. 23. 
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is light; and reproofs of inſtruction are the 
way of life.” (7) © Wherefore, the law is 
holy, and the commandments holy, and 
juſt, and good.” The holy ſcriptures are 
like their divine AUTHOR, unchangeable. 
Whatever might be the /ign of angelic 
obedience, the holy ſcriptures teach us to 
believe; that, in heaven, diſobedience to the 
ſovereign will of Gop firſt took place, 
— Angels revolted! (4) © they kept not 
their firſt e&fate,” but rebelled againſt the 
Mosr Hic, perhaps by attempting to be- 
come independent, —or, by their oppoſition 
to the divinity of the co-equal, co- eternal 
Son of Gop, according to this conrmand 
afterward revealed: (1) * And let all the 
angels of Gop worſhip him.” Therefore 
are they © (angels) reſerved in everlaſting 
chains under daikneſs, unto the judgment 
of the great day.” A ON but awful puniſh- 
ment for their in. -4 


« Hurl'd headlong flaming from th' ethe- 
real (ky, 
| With hideous ruin and combuſtion, down. 
E To bottomleſs perdition, there to dwell, 
b In adamantine chains and penal fire.— 
Such place eternal juſtice had prepar'd 
For thoſe rebellious.” — M1LToON. 


(7) Rein. vii. 12. (I) Jude 6. (1) Heb. i. E. 
B 2 e 
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The ſame rebellious ſpirit which ruined 


angels, broke out upon earth, after man 


was created; and ruined him alſo. (m) He 
(the devil) was a murderer from the begin- 
ning, and abode not in the truth, becauſe 
there is no truth in him: (u) For the 
devil ſinneth from the beginning.” And by 
a falſe reprelentation of the ſcripture, de- 
ceived the firſt parents of mankind, and 
cauſed them to fin. (6s) The LoRD Gop 
commanded the man, ſaying, Of every tree 
of the garden thou mayeſt freely eat: but 


of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, 
thou ſhalt not eat of it: for in the day thou 


eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die.” This 
was Gop's poſitive command. It was clear, 
and plain to be underſtood. But the ſubtle 
ſerpent, (the devil) (p) © ſaid unto the wo- 
man, Yea, hath Gop ſaid, Ye ſhall not 
eat of every tree of the garden? Inſinuating 
that they muſt be miſtaken ; that they did 
not underſtand the precept. The woman 


reaſons with him——repeats the command. 
Now comes the fatal blow] the ſerpent gains 


ground by her parlying with him. (9) 
And the ſerpent ſaid unto the woman, Ye 
ſhall not ſurely die. For Gop doth know, 


(m) John viii. 44. Wor John i iii. 8. (059 Gen. 
li. 16, 17. [ Chap. iii. 1. (2) Chap. iii. 4, 5. 


that 
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that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes ſhall be opened, and ye thall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil.“ Thus, by a moſt. 
fallacious gloſs upon the ſcripture, he gives 
the direct he to Gop (as all do, who hold 
any doctrine, or live in the practice of any 
thing, contrary to his revealed will) and 
ruins all mankind. Ye ſhall be as gods, i. e. 
Independent ! 

How ſweet the bait, but fatal to 3 
(r) © By one man fin entered into the world, 
and death by fin; and ſo death paſſed upon 
all men.” (5s) in Adam all die,” This is 
proved i in the death of children, who were 
not capable of committing actual ſin. 
(i) © Death reigned from Adam to Moſes, 
even over them that had not ſinned after the 
ſimilitude of Adam's tranigreſſion. 


This fundamental propoſition in the 
Chriſtian religion, eſtabliſned upon the po- 
ſitive teſtimony and authority of the holy 
ſcriptures, and acknowledged by all orthodox 
Chriſtians, and chriſtian churches of every 
denomination, is particularly inſiſted upon 
in this place; — 1. Becauſe it lays the foun- 
dation of true religion and morality. 2. 


(r) Rom. v. 12. (.) 1 Cor. xv. 22. 
(7) Rom. v. 14 
1 Becauſe, 


the day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt furecly die.“ 
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Becauſe, being a perpetual /n of all times, 
ſince the fall of Adam, it evidently proves 
that man is a dependent Being - dependent upon 
the will or law of his Creator; and that all 
his happincſs entirely depends upon his con- 
formity to that will or law, revealed in the 
ſacred oracles of truth. 


II. The firſt n given to man in inno- 
cence, was THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OP 
Goop AND EvII. 


1 OBEDIENCE—LIFE. 
1 DISOBEDIENCE—DEATH. 


The former implied in the latter. (In 


(w) © The ſoul that ſinneth it ſhall die.” But, 
he did eat thereof. He ſinned; therefore he 
died. © The wages of fin 1s death.” 

Dead by the law of God, the next /n diſ- 
played to fallen man, is Grace; the Act of 
Grace takes place, which was implied in the 
judgment pronounced upon the ſerpent. 
Through all the old Teſtament, this /gn of 
Grace appears under various characters 
ſometimes more, at other times leſs diſtinct. 
The covenant relations of the REDEEMER, 
are expretied by the terms, PROPHET, 


(4) Gen. ii. 19, (w) EZck. Xviii. 4. 
ASST 
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PRir sT and KING; by covenant and pro- 
miſe ; by amazing interpoſition of his Pro- 
didence, as well as by ordinances pointing 
to him, as with a finger. To give a ſhort 
illuſtration of this ſubject, well known by 
the greateſt part of mankind. 

Suppoſe the law of every civilized nation in 
the world has poſitively detertained thebounds, 
or the laws by which the ſubjects of each na- 
tion, in general, know what is right, and what 
is the contrary. The honeſt, upright, vir- 
tuous ſubject is defended by the laws of his 
country, in his perſon and property. The 
contrary character is condemned by the ſame 
laws; But it lies in the boſom of the So— 
VEREIGN to extend his Grace, according 
to his pleaſure. This Ad of Grace is 
ſometimes received when the criminal is on 
the road to execution: this may be called 
life from the dead. Or, the Rebel, who 
dares to caſt off his allegiance to his lawful 
SOVEREIGN, and take up arms againſt him, 
(a capital offence in all kingdoms upon 
carth) is dead in the eye of the law; his 
SoveREIGN vouchſafes to pardon him; and 
he obtains Grace to ſave his life. So man 
having caſt off his allegiance to Gop by 
breaking his law, and rebelling againſt 

him; the jenteng@e of death is gone forth, 
5 r he 
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he 1s dead by the holy law of Gop. Grace 


meets him. (x) © By Grace he is ſaved,” 


pardoned and accepted to the Divine favour, 
and made a partaker of all the * of 
Grace and Salvation. 


III. The Word of Gop in every part has 
Divinity ſtamped upon it; it is a moſt lively 


portrait of its divine er, ſpeaks the 


ſovereign language of heaven, diſplays the 
moſt ſublime truths, unfolds the volume of 
Grace, Nature and Providence. Virtue 1s 
there drawn to life, in all her amiable per- 


fections; Liberty, Peace, and Happineſs are 


eſtabliſhed upon evangelical principles; and 
eternity opened to the enlightened mind. 

Love to Gon, and love to man are the two 
grand leading principles. (y) Thou ſhalt 
love the Lord thy Gop, with all thy heart, 
with all thy foul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the firſt and great commandment. 
And the ſecond is like unto it; Thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour as thyſelf. On theſe 
two commandments hang all the law and 


the prophets.” Upon theſe two funda- 


mental laws true religion 1s eſtabliſhed ; and 
morality, obedience and all relative duties 


(*) Eph. ii. 5, 8. oh Matt. xxii. 1.3 38, 39 40. 
have 
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have their foundation; for by them, as Gop 
has in the moſt ſolemn manner commanded, 


love and obedience to Himſelf; ſo he 


has ſecured the ſame from inferiors to their 
ſuperiors, in the ſtrongeſt manner. (2). 


« Children obey your parents. Servants obey 
your maſters. (a) Let every ſoul be ſubject 
unto the higher powers. ( Submit your- 
ſelves unto every ordinance of man for the 


Lord's ſake, whether it be to the king 


as ſupreme, or unto governors, as unto 
them that are ſent by him, for the puniſh- 


ment of evil doers, and for the praiſe of them 


that do well.” 

To thoſe who deny Revelation, ſcripture 
authority will be of no force, will have no 
weight to convince them of their duty of ſub- 


ordination and obedience, either to Gop or 


man. Their will 1s a law to them. 
| —Trahit Jua quemgue voluptas. 


Each one is drawn away by his own pecu- 


liar pleaſure or ſentiment of things. Nor 


can it anſwer a much better end to others 
who would make it bend to their own views 
of things. Their fallacious art of interpret- 


ing ſcripture, and applying it, to ſerve par- 
ticular purpoſes, while it is to them, (c) 
(2) Epheſ. vi. 1. (a) Rom. xiii. 1. 
(% 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. (<) 2 Cor. 11. 16. 
“The 
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The ſavor of death unto death,” confirms 
them more in their own error. (a) Evil 
men and ſeducers ſhall wax worſe and 
worſe, deceiving and being deceived.” Sub- 
_ ordination and obedience are abſolutely, po- 


ſitively and immutably eſtabliſhed and con- 


firmed into an eternal law. The divine and 
ſovereign prerogative and 1 of Gop 
neceſlarily require it. 1. To himſelf ſu- 
preme. 2. To thoſe . he appoints go- 
vernors in the world, for the well being of 
mankind. For without moral government 
there could be no proper order or regu- 
larity ;—all would be anarchy and wild con- 
fuſion : lawleſs tyranny muſt then prevail, 


to the complete ruin of all that 1s dear in 


life. Such is the ſtate of the world, that 
there muſt be Governors and Governed,— 
Even in families a Maſter, or Head, is ne- 
ceffary tor the well-ordering and eonduct- 
ing of the whole. The ſame is found requi- 
fite in all civil ſocieties. —How much more 
important in a great Kingdom? 

Happy for Great- Britain, that (e) © THE 

KING or KINGS, Axp LORD or Lokps,“ 

| hath been pleaſed to vouchſafe her so GRACI- 
OUS A KinG as now fills her throne ; with laws 


{4) 2 Tim. ili. 13. (e) Rev. xix. 16. 
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and governors ſo well ſuited to her natural 


conſtitution! May foe know this in her day, 
Tux S16NS or THE TIAES, and the things 
which belong to ber Peace! And, when 


the Loxp's judgments are in the earth, 


may Great-Britain in particular, with the 
inhabitants of the world, learn righteouſ- 


neſs. Then ſhall (our) peace flow as a 
river, and (our) righteouſneſs as the waves 


of the lea!” 


The law of nature evidently teaches the 
doctrine of ſubordination and obedience. 


Eraſe theſe out of our creed, and then we 
may bid adieu to religion and morality— 


to liberty, peace and happineſs. For it is 


evident to any impartial obſerver, that as 


the ſpirit of Independence has increaſed, 
theſe have decreaſed. Witneſs the ſad ef- 


fects of it at home and abroad! But as 


Gop, the univerſal Parent and Sovereign of 
the world, has a ſupreme and abſolute right to 
the obedience of his creatures; ſo he has 
eltabliſhed ſubordinate powers in the world, 


to rule and govern under his authority; 
by which a parent has a right in nature to 
his childrens obedience ;----a maſter to the 


(Y Ifa, xlviii. 18. 


W 
. 


obedience 


— n —  ——_— 
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obedience of his ſervants; and a Sovereign 


to the obedience of bis Se Children 
therefore cannot diſobey their parents, 
ſervants their maſters, nor Subjects their 
King in (all their lawful commands ;) but 


in ſo doing, they difobey Gop himſelf. 


Learn one leſſon more upon the ſubject 


of ſubordination and obedience, from the 
heavenly bodies; known and experienced 
daily by all the intelligent inhabitants of the 
world. (g) © Gop made two great lights; 
the greater light to rule the day, and the 


leſſer light to rule the night. () He (I x- 


HOVAH) appointed the moon for ſeaſons, and 
the ſun knoweth his going down.” In obe- 
dience therefore to the divine appointment, 
(i) © The ſun alſo ariſeth, and the ſun goeth 
down, and haſteth to the place where he 


aroſe.” All the planetary orbs implicitly 
obey the ſupreme mandate, move in their 
appointed ſpheres, revolve their ſeveral 


courſes, and perfectly anſwer the end of their 


creation. But rebellious men, formed with 


a capacity to know, love and obey their Cre- 


ator, burſt, like a torrent, every ſacred bar- 


rier, and trample under foot the moſt ſolemn 


(2) Gen. i. 16. (+) Pfalmciy, 29. (i) Ecclef. 
i. 5. —— 
2 obligations. 
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obligations. (#) © He (the wicked man) 
ftretches out his (puny) hand againſt Gop, 
and ſtrengtheneth himſelf againſt the Al- 


mighty. He runneth upon him, even 
on his neck, upon the thick boſſes of his 


buckler.“ 


IV. This Scripture awfully deſeribes the 


true character of oppy/ition to the revealed 
will of the Almighty. He ſtretcheth out 


his hand againſt Gop, as againſt an adver- 


fary ; by his conduct bidding defiance to his 
Law and Goſpel; conſequently to his moral 


government in the world. (/) For he flatter- 
eth himſelf in his own eye (that he is right) 


until his iniquity be found to be hateful.“ 


He deſperately oppoſes the Almighty, and 
(m) © Turneth to his courſe (of ſin) as 


the horſe ruſhes into the battle; not con- 
ſidering that (n) Deſtruction ſhall be to 
the workers of iniquity.” The two grand 
articles of the Chriſtian Religion, viz. Faith 
and obedience, meet with daily oppoſition. 
But this oppoſition, though too many ſuffer 


by it, and feel its dire effects, is not ſo much 


againſt either the Church, or the moral go- 
vernment and order of the nation, as againſt 
(+) Job xv. 25, 26, (!) Pfal. xxxvi. 2. 
(n) ſer. viii. 6. (n) Prov. x. 29. 
the 
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the Sovereign Legiſlator Himſelf—the Al- 
mighty. As ſupreme Lawgiver, Gop has eſ- 
tabliſhed by the magna charta of Heaven, 7z. e. 
the Holy Scriptures, that Faith and Obedience 
ſhould conſtitute the Chriſtian Character. 

1. The object of Faith is Jenovan Himſelf, 
under theſe three covenant Names, or relative 
characters,---Gob the Father, God the Son, and 
Gop the Holy Spirit. But how great the oppoſe- 
tion to two of theſe divine characters viz. to Gop 
the Son, and Gop the Holy Spirit. How are 
they oppoſed in their GophRA DD, as well as 
in their office-relations to the church; 
though the Holy Scriptures are infinitely clear 
upon this ſubject! Indeed Atheiſm, Infi- 
delity and Profaneneſs, (TAE SiGNs or ThE 
TiMEs) are united in oppoſition to the very 
being of a Gop. Atheiſm, profeſſedly; its 
altar is inſcribed, ( © To THE UNKNOWN 
Gor. (þ) Having no hope, and without 
Gop in the world.“ Infidelity, preſumptu- 
 oully ; (9) © Having a form of godlineſs but 
denying the power thereof: from ſuch turn 
away.” Profaneneſs, practically; (r)“ Whole | 
end is deſtruction, whoſe god is their belly, 
and whoſe glory 1s in their ſhame, who mind 
earthly things.” 


(9) Acts xvi. 23. (S) Eph. i 11. 12. 
(2) 5 Tim. WW. 5 2 Phil. iii. 19. 


2. The 
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2. The rule of obedience is the moral law 
of God, revealed in the ſcriptures of the old 
and new Teſtament ; in which all religious, 
moral and relative duties are particularlypoint- 
ed out. The two tables of the law are reduced, 
in the new Teſtament, under two general 
heads; as hath been already obſerved, viz. love 

to Gop, and love to man. Every branch 
of Chriſtian duty is included in them. But 
how greatly are they oppoſed! Chriſtian 
love is the ſpring of all duty. () Faith 
worketh by love.” And (7) © love work- 
eth no ill to his neighbour; therefore love 
is the fulfilling of the law.” Faith and obe- 
dience cannot live ſeparate; becauſe Gop 
has joined them together. («) What Gop 
therefore hath joined, together, let not man 
put aſunder.” This truth will ever hold 
good, not only in the particular caſe to 
which it is more immediately applicable; but 
in every other; it proves, that the effect 
muſt continue, as long as the cauſe exiſts: 
conſequently, wherever there is true faith, 

obedience will follow; or, wherever there 
is love to Gow, there muſt be love to man. 
This love embraceth every precept. It is 


2 fs 6. h ..) Rom. xiii. 10. 
4 Matt. xix. 


— —— — 
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an univerſal love to all God's command- 
ments. The only grief of an obedient mind 
18, that its obedience is not more perfect, 
more univerſal to all Gop's laws; becauſe 


every command carries infinite importance 


in it, Gop himſelf being the great, the ſo- 
vereign Legiſlator. 


To prove this by a plain, but moſt con- 
cluſive argument. ---- Whatever Gop has 


commanded muſt be right----conſequently, 


it is the duty of all to whom the command 
18 given, to obey to the utmoſt of their 


power, in every poſſible way, and by every 
poſſible means they are capable of, every 
precept, every command of Gop : ---- 


But Gop has abſolutely and poſitively com- 
manded, (w) © Let every ſoul be ſubject 


unto the higher powers. For there is no 


power but of Gop: the powers which be, 


are ordained of Gop.” This is the poſitive 
command of Gop. ( Put them in mind 


to be ſubject to principalities and powers, 


to obey magiſtrates, to be ready to every 


good work. (5 Submit yourſelves to every 


_ ordinance of man, for the Lokp's ſake, 


whether it be to the King as ſupreme, or 
unto governors, as unto them that are ſent 


(w) Rom. xiii. 1. — IRE t: 


by 


(3) 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. 
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by him for the puniſhment of evil doers, 
and for the praiſe of them that do well: 
For fo is the will of Gop, that with well- 
doing you may put to filence the ignorance 
of fooliſh men. As free, and not uſing 
your liberty for a cloak of maliciouſneſs, 
but as the ſervants of Gop. Honour all 
men. Love the brotherhood. Fear Gop. 
Honour the king.” Therefore it is evident, 
from the cleareſt and moſt certain conclu- 
ſion of reaſon and religion, that it is the 
abſolute and indiſpenſible duty of all who 
believe the precepts and commands of God, 
who regard the authority of his word, and 
deſire to make that the ruling principle of 
all their actions; to be ſubject to the higher 
powers; to ſubmit to every ordinance of 
man for the Lorp's ſake; to honour and 
obey the #/7g, and all that are put in au- 
thority under him. 

Whoever may deny this condhvfion, either 
in principle or practice, muſt anſwer it to 
Gop. He has eſtabliſhed the law of ſub- 
ordination and obedience to the © powers 
that be,” and no doubt will vindicate his 
own law.—To deny this, is virtually to re- 
ject the whole feriptures, and to render the 
word of Gop of none effect, Becaufe, if 
one law or precept may be oppoſed,” why 

S not 
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not another ?—IF men dare reſiſt the powers 


which Gop hath ordained, and eſtabliſh 
powers of themſelves ; why may they not 
ſeize upon the lives or properties of others, 
and do whatever they pleaſe with impunity? 
Men who plead for the former, cannot in 
reaſon deny the latter. But the force of 
this argument may be ſeen in another point 
of view, viz. from the awful threatenings 
expreſſed or implied in the ſcriptures, 
againſt thoſe who reſiſt the powers of Gop's 
appointment. (2) © Whoſoever therefore re- 
ſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the ordinance of 


Gop; and they that reſiſt ſhall receive to 
themſelves damnation,” Can any denunci- 


ation of divine difpleaſure be conceived. 
greater againſt thoſe unhappy perſons, who. 
have broken the bonds of peace, by a ſpirit. 


of oppoſition to government, of diſcord and re- 


Bellion! (a) © Who deſpiſe government: Pre- 
ſumptuous are they, ſelf-willed; they are 
not afraid to ſpeak evil of dignities.” (5) < Wo 
unto them, for they have gone in the way 
of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of 
Balaam for reward, and periſhed in: the 
gainſaying of Core.“ (c) «Wo unto the world 


becauſe of offences, for it muſt needs be 


(2) Rom. xili. 2. (a) 2 Pet. It. 18. 
(5) Jude xi. (e) Matt. xviii. 7. 1 
| = — that 
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that Bene come: but wo to that man 
by whom the offence cometh.“ But Gop 
never declares or denounces his diſpleaſure 
or wrath againſt any thing but ſin, and im- 
penitent ſinners; as the fav s of the legiſ- 
lator threaten none but the guilty with pu- 
niſhment, or death: (q) © For the law is not 
made for a righteous mal., but for the law- 
leſs and diſobedient, &c.” Therefore who- | 
ſoever reſiſt the temporal power, by oppo/itzon, 


rebellion and independency, they reſiſt the or- 


dinance of Gop; the puniſhment annexed 
to which, proves the nature of the crime, 
beyond what words can expreſs, or heait 
conceive ? 


OPPOSITION®! 
V. Wilt 


* The true definition of the termi Oppoſition: here follows. 
The root is in the Old Teſtament, wr Satan. Ad- 
er %, haſtis fuit; to oppoſe, to be adverſe, an 
adverſary, or enemy to. — Adverſarius, * ad- 
verſary, oppoſer. 
But now the LoRD my Gop hath given me reſt on 
every ſide, ſo that there is neither (jw Satan ) adverſary 
nor evil occurrent. 1 Kings v. 4. 

And he ſhewed me 22 the high prieſt ſtanding 
before the angel Fehovah,' (warn) and Satan ftanding at 
his right hand, (9187) to reſiſt him, to be his adverſary. 
Zech. iii. 1. 

In the New Teſtament, Arridegig, oppoſi Gtio—oppoſe tion, 
is derived from avriInw, or, aulit Sn, ox aduer jo pouo, 
to place over againſt, or oppoſe. Vide 1 Tim, vi, 20. 

"AvT:Tagoouevuy 3% airar—And when they oppoſed them- 


4) 1 Tim. i. 
( 9 2 ſelves 
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V. (e) © Wilt thou then not be afraid of 


the power?” One makes anſwer, (F) Who 


is the LoRD, that I ſhould obey his voice?“ 
That I ſhould render to Cæſar the things 
that are Czſar's—That I ſhould be ſubject 


to the higher powers ; or, that I ſhould ho- 


nour the king; (for he is no king to us,— 
jure divino, i. e. by a divine law!) I know 


not the LORD. g) © The fool hath ſaid in 


ſelves, from Ailtaoooum, - reſilo, "obedire recuſo. To 
reſt, or to ſet in order againſt, as in order of battle. 
Acts xviii. 6. 7 

O arruceiſuevoſ.— Ille adverſarius, that adverſary who op- 
poſeth, from Avrixeſuia, opponor, oppoſitus ſum. The 
word ſignifies to he againſt, as a ſoldier in a trench 
againſt a fort. 2 Theſſ. 1.4. | . 


Whoſoever therefore (0 avriraoooers;, from arkrarcouar 


as above) reſiſteth the power.—(avs-nxe, from avbirnu, 
reſiſto, to ſtand againſt, to oppoſe in battle, to bid de- 
Hance to,) oi 0 avdermores (ab avbirnu, ut ſupra) they that 
reſiſt z cu, judicium, pæna, damnatio, from xc; ju- 
dico, damno, punio—ſhall receive to themſelves damna- 
tion. Rom. xiii. 2. | | | 

To reſiſt therefore, to oppoſe as againſt an enemy in 
battle, to bid defiance to, 7h :£0v0rin, the power (autho- 
rity, dignity, prerogative, potęſtas, aucloritas, dignitas, 
jus) is to ſtand againſt, to reſiſt, oppoſe, &c. Thy Tov Os 
dran, the ordinance, ordination, diſpoſition of Gop, as 
Who received the law, tis dri ayyeruy by, or in 
the diſpoſitions of angels. Acts vii. 853. 


\ 


Alcærayelg di &yyeuv, ordained by angels, from Ai rag, 


| precipio, ordino, demando. To command, order, in- 


{titute. Gal. 111. Ig: : | ; 
Atataoguy - Toi; dvd para aw; commanding his 
twelve diſciples. Matt. xi. 2. 


(e) Rom. xiii. 3. Exod. v. ii. Z Plal. wes... 
his 
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his heart, there is no Gop :” they are corrupt 
in principle. Corrupt principles will always 
produce the ſame practices; they are to each 
other as the cauſe and its effect, the tree and 
its fruit, the fountain and its ſtream. 


Mala mens, malus animus*. 
(+) Others ſay, With our tongues will we 
prevail; we will oppoſe government, mini- 


ſters, and every meaſure which does not fall 
in with, and correſpond to, our grand fa- 


vourite ſubject ; the powers that be are not 


objects of regard to us; we will ſpeak what 


we pleaſe, © our lips are our own; who is 


lord over us!” Hence, (i) They deſpiſe 


dominion, and ſpeak evil of dignities.“ They 


ſpeak evil of thoſe things which they know 
not ; abuſing the greateſt national privileges, 
viz. liberty and proſperity, by uſing them to 
the worſt purpoſes, viz. Oppoſition and Rebel- 
lion; diſtreſſing the nation, and expoſing us 
to the moſt dangerous confederacy of pow- 


erful and malicious enemies. 


The greateſt national br . 


What privileges did ever nation under 


A mind engaged in wicked deſigns, proves the heart 
depraved from whence they originated. 


( Pſal. x11, 4. | (1) Jude vii. 10. 
6 heaven 


"TY 
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heaven enjoy, that we, the ſubjefts of Erege 


Britain, have not enjoyed? 
In religion we have liberty of nc: 
legally tolerated. Every one has free liberty 


to worſhip God as he pleaſes. Can more be 


deſired? Civil liberty is equally ſecured ; 

nothing but what the abſolute neceſſity of 

the times calls for, can poſſibly be alledged ; 
uch as the impreſſing of men to defend the 


nation, and raiſing ſapplies for the ſap- 


port of it, in its ſeveral departments. 

Theſe the law of nature, for the ſafety of 
the body politic, neceſſarily requires. Will 
not a man loſe his arm to ſave his life? Or, 


a part of his eſtate to ſave the reſt? Our 


conſtitutional rights are ſecured by nati- 
onal laws, perhaps as good as the laws 
of any other nation; and theſe laws main- 
tained and defended by as able legiſlators, 
lawyers and judges, as the world at this day, 
can boaſt of. - Theſe are matters of fact 


which cannot be denied. And were not 


mens minds prejudiced by wrong ſentiments, 
ſentiments moſt prejudicial to the true 1n- 
tereſts of the Britiſh empire, we ſhould be 
no leſs happy in the government, than in the 
conſtitution of the kingdom, The king would 


be looked upon by all ranks and degrees of 


true Pritiſb /ubjeets, as a moſt worthy patron 


and 


The ns of the Times. 23 


ide ſovereign of a free and happy people; and 
his miniſters, as men deſerving well of their 


country, for their labour, care and zeal in 
her ſervice; and inſtead of oppoſing men 
and meaſures, and thereby weakening the 


nation; each member of the community, 


according to his abilities, would be glad to 
ſtrengthen the hands of government, and 


unite in the common intereſts of * Great 
Britain, againſt her formidable enemies. 


Coca 

* It 1s true (wiſdow and experience fully prove it) that 
no man, or claſs of men, can be perfect in this imper- 
fect ſtate. 

Cujufuis oft heamin's errore.—It is peculiar to every 
man to err in judgment, conſequently in practice. Jo 
ſuppoſe the greateſt characters free from error, w ould be 
to ſuppoſe them more than mortal: Every man's cor- 
ſcience tells him that he is not perfect. He therefore 
that is without imperfection, let him fiſt caſt a ftone of 
reproach at another, becauſe he is imperfect. 

However, both in law and morality, it will always 


hold good, that when a determined opponent can prove 


nothing againfi the perion he oppoſes, the oppoſed ne- 
ceflarily gains upon his oppoler in the conteſt ; his cauſe 
or character is thereby the more eſtabliſhed, and his re- 
putation ſhines brighter aſter the trial; AS ſilver tried 
in a furnace of earth, purified ſeven times. 

Jo apply this argument; What has Opps 1116 proved 
againſt Gov:rnment during ſo many years conteſt? No- 
thing againſt the conſtitution. Nothing is altered or 
changed. We have the ſame religion, the ſame laws 
and privileges. Our liberties are just the ſame, circum- 
Nances confidered, as in the beft reigns, fince the mog- 
na cara was eſtabliſhed, or the reformation took place. 

Therefore gevernment, inſtead of ſuffering in charaRer 
Dy oppoſition, muſt appear 1n the eyes both of fricnds, and 

> cen 
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Cæca inviain eſt, nec quidguam ali ud -feit 
quam detrectare virtutes* 5 
Among many diſagreeable appearances of 
Tux SIGNS OF THE T1MEs, the ſpirit of revil- 
ing, judging and condemning adminiſtration 
is not the leaſt. This is one of the crying 
ſins of the nation. It directly oppoſes the 
followin g ſcriptures, {k) *Thouſhalt not re- 
vile the & gods, nor curſe the. ruler of thy 
people ;” or, as the apoſtle Paul applies it, 
(/) © wiſt not, brethren, that he was the 
high prieſt; for it is written, thou ſhalt not 


ſpeak evil of the ruler of thy people.” (m) Put 


them in mind to ſpeak evil of no man.“ 


even enemies, more upright and more powerful ; conſe- 
quently more to be depended upon, in the preſent ſtate of 
affairs, when nothing, under the power of Gop, can fave 


us, and our liberties, but firmneſs, and a prudent and vi- 


gorous reſolution and exertion in the adminiſtrations of 
Government, depending upon Gop for ſucceſs. 

* Envy blinds the mind, and renders it incapable of 
diſcerning what is excellent in others, or of knowing any 
thing greater than to detract their virtues. 

S 2798 Elhim, the gods in this place, as well as in 
many others, ſignifies e the powers that be, who, be- 
cauſe of their office- characters, and of the the they are 
2/717%R7 7787 unto the ELOHIM of elobims, Gop of gods, 
(Pſal. cxxxvi. 2.) are denominated by the name of Gop 


himſelf; which how s, in the higheſt degree, the ſacred na- 
ture of the office they ſuſtain, and the character they bear: 


In the ſame ſenſe may be underſtood. Bagels Hache at | 


Koo; xugioy. RING of KINGS, and LorD of Logos. 


% Exod. xxii. 28. (1 Acts XX111. 5. 
(m) Tiras, 1. 2. | 
ps j- wv To 
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To revile, or ſpeakevil of rulers, is adirect vi- 
olation of the ſpirit of charity, or law of love, 
which is the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of 
Chriſtianity. Charity ſuffereth long and 
is kind; Charity envieth not; Charity vaunt- 
eth not itſelf, is not puffed up; doth not 
behave itſelf unſeemly; ſeeketh not her own, 
is not eaſily provoked; thinketh no evil, re- 
joiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
truth; beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, enduseth all 
things. Charity never faileth.“ 1 Cor. 13. 

It 1s therefore incompatible with the cha- 
racter of a chriſtian, and inconſiſtent with 
the duty, as well as the intereſts of Britiſh 
Subjects, to ſpeak evil of their King as ſu- 
preme, or of their Governors appointed un- 
der him, to aſſiſt him in the government of 
his people, and in the great and important 
work of managing and conducting public 
affairs, for the good of the whole body politic. 
(2) © For they are God's miniſters.” (o) By 
me, ſaith Jenovan, Kings reign, and Prixces ' 
decree juſtice, By me Princes rule, and No- 
bles, even all the Judges of the earth.“ 

Kings, Princes, Nobles and Judges are all 
appointed of God: but whatever Gop ap- 


{n}) Rom. xiii. 6. ſe Prov. viii. 15, 16. 
| points 


points muſt be according to infinite vid om, 
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conſequently, right in itſelf. Therefore ot 
inconſiſtent with the chriſtian character, 
jpeak evil of Gop's appointment. 1 


VI. It belongs to Kingly Office to govern 
and rule; it is the duty of) ſubjects * to ho- 


nour and obey the King, and all that are put 


in authority under him.” 


King and Subjects are relative e 
and were, no doubt, ordained of Gop to be 


a. perpetual /n or figure to the world, of 


the ſpiritual kingdom of CurisT in and over 


his Church. (p)“ Yet have I ſet my King 


upon my holy hill of Zion: and of the wil- 


ling obedience of his Subjects; (q) * They 


mall be willing in the day of thy power.” 
*The three grand offices of CyrIsT, viz. 
Prophet, Prieft and King, could not have 


been 
%% Pfalm ij, 6. (4) Ib. cx. 3. 


* All divine ordinances are . Marriage is a 
type of CHRIST and his church. For this cauſe ſhall 
a man leave his father and mother, and ſhall be joined 
unto his wife, and they two (and no more) ſhall be one 
fleſh. This is a great myſtery ; but I ſpeak concerning 
CnrisT and his church.“ Epheſ. v. 31, 32. 

Baptiſm is an 8 Rar in che church. It 
conſiſts of two parts, viz. ** The outward viſible en; 
and the inward Piritual 50 ace,” (Church of Eng.) To 
be unto him (viz. the party baptized into the viſible 
church) a /ign and feal of the covenant of grace, of his 

IC 
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been known but by correſponding types. 
Therefore Moſes was an eminent Me of 
 CuisT's prophetic character. 


(7) © The Loxp thy Gop will raiſe up 
unto, thee a Prophet from the midſt of thee, of 


thy brethren, like unto me; unto. him ye : 
ſhall hearken.” | 


(s) © Melchiſedec, King of Salem, Prieſt of 
the moſt high God,” was alſo an eminent 


type of CuHRIsT's prieftly as well as kingly 
Hie. The Lokp ſware, and will not re- 


engrafting into CHRIST, of regeneration, of remiſſion 
of fins; and of his giving up himſelf unto Gop, through 
| E Cuklsr, to walk in newneſs of life. (Conf. of 
aith, chap. 28. of Bap. 1.) ** The like figure where- 
unto, (viz. Noah and Tis family faved by water) even 
baptiſm doth alſo now ſave us; by the reſurrection of 
JEsus CurisT.” 1 Pet. iii. 21. 

Such is the holy ſacrament of the Lox y's ſupper, which 
we ſhall ſpeak of. And ſuch is 4:ngly power upon earth; 
it is (T1103 Oe Hara) << the ordinance of Gobꝰ (Rom. 
X111. 2.) or a /n pointing to the ſovereignty, power and 
grace of „the KING of kings, and LoRD of lords,” 
JEsus Cusisr. 1 Tim. vi. 7 
Hou ſacred then the perſon of the Ring He 3 is the ordi- 
nance of God :” Shall any reſiſt him with impunity ? 
When David found King Saul in the cave, (1 Sam. xxiv.) 
ſo that his life was in his hand; being adviſed by his 
men to kill him: The Loxp forbid, ſays he, that I 
ſhould do this thing unto my maſter the Log »'s anoint- 


ed, to. ſtretch forth my hand againſt him, ſeeing he 1$ 
the Lord's anointed.” 1 Sam. xxiv. 6. 


(r) Deut. xviii. 15. Gen. xiv. 18, Heb. vii. 
I, 21> | 


pent; 
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pent; thou art a Prig/? for ever, after the 
order of Meichiſedec.” 

The Higb Prieſt's office, under the Moſaic 
diſpenſation, from its firſt inſtitution, from 
Aaron to the final abolition of the ceremo- 

nial law, when Car1sT offered up himſelf a 
facrifice upon the croſs, and when the pe 
was ſuperſeded by the great anti/ype, was 
lively figure of CuRrIsT. (T) Wherefore, 
in all things it behoved him to be made like 
unto his brethren, that he might be a mer- 
ciful and faithful High Prieſt, in things per- 
taining to Gop, to make reconciliation for 
the ſins of the people.” 
—— The kingly office of Cuxisr was firſt ti- 
N N pyfied by Melchiſedec, the firſt, i king we read 
| Jared of in ſcripture.* (4) © Firſt Peing by in- 
terpretation king of righteouſneſs, and after 
that alſo King of Salem, which is King of 
Peace.” © The Prince of Peace.” Iſa. ix. 6. 
David was likewiſe an expreſs type of 
CHRIST'S Aingiy government, CHRIST is often 


perhaps Melchiſedec was CR Is T himſelf, appear- 
ing in human form: Without father, without mother. 
without deſcent, having neither beginning of days, nor 
end of life; but made like unto the Son of Gop, abideth 
a prieſt continually.” Heb. vii. 3. 
It is impoſſible to conceive this character merely hu- 
man; but while its form was human, its nature muſt be 
conſidered divine. This ſtrengthens the Type. 
(i Heb. ii. 17. (u Ib. vii. 2. 


called 
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called David. (w) © But they ſhall ſerve the 
Lo xp their Gop, and David their King, whom 
Iwill raiſe up unto them.“ (*) AndItheLomp 
will be their Gop, and my ſervant David a 
Prince among them; I the Lord have ſpo- 
ken it.” Many things that David ſpeaks 
in. the book of Pſalms, which ſome are ready 
to think he ſpeaks of himſelf, yet, ſuch a 
type was he of ChRIST, that they are di- 
rectly applicable to none but him. 

Solomon and other kings of Iſrael, were in 


many reſpects zypes of Jesus CHRIST, as the 


ſcriptures declare. Kingly office, therefore, 1s 


of Gov's appointment; and as it was a type 


of CuRIS＋ from its firſt inſtitution; muſt it 
not then continue the ſame to the end of 
time, as a /ign of his power and ſovereignty 
over mankind ? 

The Prophetic office 18 now extinct, the 
canon of ſcripture being completed; and 
therefore it is declared, that, (y)) © We have 
alſo a more ſure word of prophecy (than even 
a voice from Heaven) whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed, as unto a light that ſhineth 
in a dark place, until the day dawn, and 
the day-ſtar ariſe in your hearts.” /z) © For 
I teſtify unto every man that heareth the 


(w) Jer. xxx. 9. {x) Ezek. xxxiv. 24. 
000 2 Pet. i. 17, to the end. (2) Rev. xxii. 48, 19. 


words 
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words of the prophecy of this book, If any 
man ſhall add unto thoſe. things, God ſhall 
add unto him the plagues that are written 
in this book: And if any man ſhall take 
away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, Gop ſhall take away his part out 
of the book of life, and out of the holy 
| city, and from the things which are written 
in this book.” | 
1 Prieftly He is 3 alſo, (a) 
Through the offering of the body of JIxsus 
 CurzsT once; who after he had offered one 
facrifice for ſins, for ever fat down on the 
right hand of Gop: From henceforth ex- 
pecking t till his enemies be made his footſtool. 
For.. by one offering he hath perfected for 
ever them that are ſanctified. “ 

The viſible and perpetual gu of all the 
typical ſacrifices of ATONEMENT, and of their 
complete anticype (9) *© CHRIST CRUCIFIED,” 
is the holy ſacrament. 


Motto. (c)'* IT 18 FINISHED? 


This fi Zu is appointed as a ſtanding mms. 
rial of atonement in the church of CRISFT to 


the end of the world. But the kingly office 
of CuR1sT, which cannot be ſeparated from 


(a) Heb. * 0. £25 13. 14. (8) 1 Cor. i. 23. 
( John xix. 30. 5 
his 


1 
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his mediatorial character, nor aboliſhed till all 
his enemies be finally ſubdued, (d (< for he 
muſt reign till he hath put all enemies un- 
der his feet”) has no /n upon earth, but 
the government of kings, to repreſent his ſo- 
vereign power to the world. (e)“ He hath 
on his veſture, and on his thigh, a name 
written, KING or KINGS, AND LORD or 
Loxps: But take away k:ngly government, 
and this ſcripture muſt be eraſed out of the 
ſacred canon, becauſe it could not be true. 
The relative terms therefore, of Me- cba- 


racter, or derived power, under the names of : 
kings and /grds, ſhew, in the ſtrongeſt man- 5 
ner, not only their divine appointment, but ; 


the certainty of their continuation, . as a 
ſtanding figure of the power of CHRIST, as 
ſupreme KING and LoRp over all, till time 
ſhall be no more. (/) © Yea all #/gs ſhall: 
fall down before him ; all nations ſhall ſerve- 
him. His name ſhall endure for ever; his 
name ſhall be continued as long as the fan; 3 9 
and men ſhall be bleſſed in him: all nations 
! fhallcall him bleſſed.” (g) And Aings ſhall be 
thy nurſing fathers, and their -queens thy. } 
nurſing mothers; they ſhall bow down to 
thee with their face toward the earth, and | 


{a) I Cor. XV. 25 {e) Rev. xix. SY 
(7) Plalm Ixxii. 11, 17. (e If. xlix. 23. 


lick 
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lick up the duſt of thy feet, and thou ſhalt 
know, that I am the Loxp; for they ſhall 
not be aſhamed, that wait for me.” ( And 
the Gentiles ſhall come to thy light, and ings 
to the brightneſs of thy riſing. And the 
ſons of ſtrangers ſhall build up thy walls, 
and their &ings ſhall miniſter unto thee, for 
in my wrath 1 ſmote thee, but in my favour 
have I had mercy on thee. Thou ſhalt alſo 
ſuck the milk of the Gentiles, and ſhalt ſuck 
the breaſts of &:ngs, and thou ſhalt know 
that I the Loxp am thy Saviour and thy Re- 
deemer, the mighty one of Jacob. (i) And 
the nations of them which are ſaved, ſhall 

walk in the light of it; and the #:7gs of the 
earth do bring their glory and honour into 
it, viz. into the heavenly Feruſalem. 

Theſe ſcriptures plainly point out a pe- 
| riod, which has not yet arrived, but muſt 
arrive, when the Jews as well as the Gentiles, 
ſhall be brought to believe in the Loxp Je- 
SUS CHRIST ; and #rngs ſhall then glorify the 
REDEEMER, by their favour and aſſiſtance to 
his people, in helping forward the glorious 
work of ſalvation. 

The Jews are linkers a diſperſed; as well 
as a deſpiſed people. Yet while powerful 


% Ila. Ix. 3, 10,16. (i) Rev. xxi. 24. 
: nations, 
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nations, ſuch as the Bab) ylonians, Grecians, 
and the ancient Romans, des many others, 
have been abſorbed in the revolutions of the 
5 world; they are kept a ſeparate and a diſtinct 
people, though diſperſed through almoſt 
every nation under heaven, to this day, and 
preferved, no doubt; in their preſent ſtate, 


for the fall accompliſhment of all the pro- 


' fniſes of Gop, which © are yea, and Amer 


in CurisT Jzsus.” Kingiy Government, 
therefore, 'muſt continue till all the above 


fcriptures have their full 9 viz. to 


the end of time. 
This doctrine, they who are of FITS 


lican principles, neceſſarily deny, becauſe 3 


ſtrikes at the root of what they call a po- 
pular Government; or a free State, where 


the people have the Government in their own 


hands. But whatever concluſions men draw 
from their own reaſonings, or more truly, 


from their own prejudices, if they oppoſe 


the Word of Gop, their concluſions are falſe. 

There are many devices in a man's 

heart, nevertheleſs the counſel of the LoRD, 
that ſhall ſtand.” © By me Kings reign.” 


In oppoſition to Kingly Government it is 
urged, that when Saul was made King over 


(4) Prov. xix. 21. 


D 1 {1 wel, 


— » 


. = A Ec — — ——ůů 
* 35 2 : N * : 1 * 2 . — 
r Sm Io Re oe rn vie 


34 The Signs of the Times. 


Iſrael, he v was given to that people in anger. 
YU gave thee a king in mine anger, and 
took him away in my wrath.” But in this 


it cannot be ſuppoſed, that Gop did what 
was contrary to Himſelf : For, whatever op- 


poſes the divine will, muſt be ſinful; but if 
it was contrary to the will of Gop, to give 
the people of T/rae! a King; then in giving 
them a King, he did that which was ſinful, 
becauſe he did that which was contrary to 
Himſelf; which would be the moſt horrid 
blaſphemy to ſuppoſe. The ALmiGuTY may 
permit fin, and puniſh for it too, but can- 
not commit fin. 

As therefore the written 157070 of Go 
is a viſible Yu of the Prophetic office of 
"Curr, bequeathed as an infinitely = 
treaſure and legacy to his Church; 
the Spirit of which he has promiſed er 


Lo, I am with you always, even unto the 


end of the world.” And as the holy oo 
ment of the LokD's Supper is a viſible / fign 
the Prieftly office of ( n) „ our LoD ESUS 


Cn1sT, by whom we have now received the 


A, N through Faith in his blood, 


for the remiſſion of fins,” in commemorating 


which, we (2) ſhew the LoRD's uh 


a) Hoſea X11. 11. ED Matt. xxviii. 20. 
(Rom. v. 11. (e) Ron. il. 25. (p) 1 Cor. xi. 20. 
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till he come.” 80 Chriſtian Kings, who pro- 
feſs the true Faith of CuRIsT; who make the 
word of Gop the fundamental rule of their 
government, and pay ſupreme obedience to him, 
as their Sovereign, are the letter; the only 


viſible n to mankind of his reign, his ſpis 
ritual reign over his - Church, and in the 


hearts aa the faithful. 


Denen 


of CHRIST'S reg, the ſeve ral reigus of wicked 


and tyrannical Kings, and other ſupreme 
Powers, whether Chien or heathen, who 


have trampled upon their Subjects, and he Id 


them in flavery ; perſecuted the Church of 


CHRIST, and rendered themſelves, by their 
cruelties and vices, a terror to mankind; are 
a ſtriking /ign of the reign of Satan over im- 
penitent , ſinners, - emphatically called, () 


-- "The Prince of the power of the air, the 
ſpirit that now worketh in all the children 
of, difobedience,” Nevertheleſs, ſuch is the 
will of Gop, that while he permits, nay or- 
dains wicked Kings to reign, he commands 
their Subjects to obey them in all things of 
a civil;Oor, moral nature, which are not con- 


trary to his revealed will; for it is well 
(4) Ephef. ii. 2. 
1.2 Enoven 


VII. But i in conteedifiiotion to this pe 
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known that all the ſtrong injunctions, and 


poſitive commands to *© be ſubject to the 
powers that be,” and to © ſubmit to every 


ordinance of man for the LoRp's ſake,” were 


given to the Church, under the mor deſ- 
potical heathen powers. | 

But the obedience which the Scripture 
has enjoined to the powers that be, muſt al- 
ways be underſtood, as containing nothing 
in itſelf repugnant to the Law and the Goſ- 
el, or derogatory to the honour of G0; 
for he cannot command we thing that my” 
poles Himſelf. 
But falſe worſhip, or ſpiritual idolatry 


_ oppoſes Gop Himſelf; it is a direct violation 


of the ſecond commandment; and it no leſs 
oppoles the truth of the Goſpel; therefore, 
he cannot command falſe worſhip, or ſpi- 


ritual idolatry, or wy — that is contrary 


to Himſelf. 
Ibis truth is abundantly confirmed by 


Moſes, (Deut. x11. 6.) where he declares it a 


capital offence for any perſon, even the 

neareſt relations, to attempt to draw any 

one away from the true worſhip of Gop, or 

from the faith of his word, to any thing that 
| tends to idolatry. 

Shadrach, Meſpach, and Abed. nego, erhibit 

a moſt ſtriking — or proof, upon this 


Subjecs; 
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Subjef ; when their faith and obedience were 
put to the trial, they (r) © anſwered and 
ſaid to the King, O Nebuchaqnezzar, we are 
not careful to anſwer thee in this matter. 
If it be fo, our God whom we ſerve is able 
to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, 
and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O 
King : But if not, beit known unto thee, O 


King, that we will not ſerve thy gods, nor wor- 


{hip the golden image which thou haſt ſet up, 
(5) eib dui Ora parker j avfpwrroy, © We 


ought to obey Gop rather than men ;” we 


mult of neceſſity ; it is our bounden, in- 


diſpenſible duty, to pay a ſupreme obedience 


to the commands of Gop, rather than to 


the commands of the greateſt men, when 
they ſtand in competition with, or oppoſi- 
tion to, the truth of Gop, and the faith 
of the Goſpel of JIæsus CuBIST. 

This truth, immutably confirmed by 
ſeripture, has been illuſtrated by the hiſto- 
rian, as having been fully experienced in the 
conſtitution of Great-Britain, from unde- 
niable facts which have come to paſs. 

In the inauſpicious reign of James the ſer 
cond, oppoſition to his Government was agree- 


able to the expreſs, poſitive eommand of 


(r) Dan. iii. 16. (5) Adts v. 29. 
Sw Gop; 
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Gop ; as the ſcriptures referred to ſufficiently 
prove;—but, If we compare this with the 
horrid appoſition in the (ſuffering reign of L 
Charles the firſt ; how awful the contraſt 4 
the: effects of each will/ſhew more clearly, |: 

the different nature of the cauſes from which 
they ER” tlian woes can 3 
. 

The oppoſition to Charles produc. the 
molt dreadful conſequences; See: the nation 
plunged in blood; view the rich as well as 
the poor overwhelmed in diſtreſs and miſery 
of every kind; and ſins of the deepeſt die, 
committed under the hypocritical maſk of 
religion! Such were. —— — 

IHE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 
Behold our forefathers imbruing their hands 
in the ſacred} blood of their rightful, gra- 
cious, Froteſtant King. Tell it not in 
Gath, publiſh it not in the ſtreets of. Afeelon !” 
What was the conſequence? the horrors of 
conſcious guilt afterward ſeized the guilty ! 

Oppoſition repented; but their Sovereign was- 
dead! it was then too late; puniſhment was 
alli that remained. * Retaliation took place 
under the- uſurper Cromwell, who paid the 
Parkament in their own coin ; ſickened the 


Ab alio expedtes, alteri quod ſeceris 
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nation pretty well of a common wealth! and 
then, loaded with wretchedneſs, he died! 


But the oppoſition to James was attended 


with the moſt pleaſing, and happy effects. — 
Liberty, Peace and Happineſs, with all the 
Privileges and Immunittes of free Britiſh Sub- 


Jes, through divine Providence, were there- 


by introduced and ſecured unto this moſt 
highly favoured Nation. 
Seeing, therefore, that God has commanded 


all ſubjects to obey the reſpective Power. 


placed over them, for conſcience ſake,” 


(.) O. man, who art thou that replieſt 
againſt Cop! againſt his will and appoint- 
gs Shall the, thing formed, ſay to him 
that. formed. it, Why, haſt thou made me 


thus?“ Shall the creature man, ſay to his 


Creator Gor, why haſt thou created me a 


ſubordinate being? How comes it to paſs 


that I am made to obey; © to be ſubject 
to the higher powers,” to © ſubmit to every 


ordinance of man?” to © render to Ceſar 


the things which are Cz/ar's;” or, to ſpeak 


out, © to Gop, the things which are Gop's?” 
(u,) Hath not the potter power over the 


clay, of the ſame lump, to make one veſſel 
to honour, and another to difſhonour ?” Then 


| (1) Rom. IX. 30. (u) Rom. — 
| 4 hath 
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hath not the ſoverergn Creator, 6 20% © The 
everlaſting Gop, the Loxp, the Creator 
of the ends of the earth ;” power in Grace 
and in Providence, to do what ſeemeth good 
unto him ? (* x) © He doth according to 
his will, in the army of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth; and none can 


ſtay his hand, or wy unto him, What doeſt 
thou?” 2-04 


VIII. In contemplating the works of na- 
ture and providence, reaſon, that peculiarly 
diſtinguiſhing faculty in man, teaches man- 
kind to believe there is a ſupreme Being, 
the firſt cauſe of all things; conſequently, 
that all things depend upon him. But 4 
dine Revelation goes infinitely beyond all other 
ſyſtems. The ſacred volume of Scripture 
teaches us the true Gop; his wonderful 
works of creation, providence and grace; 
and his covenant- relation to his people; with 
the ſtrongeſt promiſes of his love and favour 
in this life, and of eternal felicity in the life 
to come. Theſe are bleſſings which could 
be known only by a revelation from himfel It. 
This revelation, the greateſt treaſure in 
the world, we are poſſeſſed of: the rich and 


76) Ia. xl. 28. (* Dan. iv. 35. 


ar? 
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poor have free acceſs to " We have it in 
our native language, Our Religion 1811 
Laus are fundamentally eſtabliſned upon it; 
in which, with all other Privileges, we ex- 
ceed all nations that ever lived, or that do 
exiſt upon the earth. Conſequently, after 
all the refinements and ſchemes of human 
policy, in the regulation of the affairs of 
mankind, it will moſt certainly be found, i 
£| that the nearer men come to the fountain of 1 
truth, the purer will be the ſtream. The beſt 
model, or pattern of morality is the holyScrip- 
tures; there truth is drawn to life, and all 
relative characters fully deſcribed, with their 
dependance upon, and relation to each other. 
Human ſyſtems of morality, no doubt, have 
their uſe; but to prefer theſe to the ſacred 
oracles, is like preferring the feeble light of 
a ſmall taper, to the meridian ſun ; or the 
muddy water of a polluted ſtream, to the 
pure water at the fountain head ; for till it 
can be proved that man is wiſer than Gop, 


F it muſt be granted that his laws are the beſt, 
and moſt ſuitable to the happineſs of man- ; 
| kind. Times and circumſtances neceſſarily | 
. change, but the eternal law of truth changes 
| not; it is ever conſiſtent with itſelf, both 1 in 


Providence and Grace. 
In 


_ — . * * „ 
K . ⁵˙ neg a RO Ws 


3 

$7 

| ; 
£ 
; 

& 


4 = Signs of the Times. 


In IN we have the Fious and the 
SEASONS, according to divine appointment: O). 
oy Seed time and haryeſt, and cold and heat, 
ſummer and winter, day. and night, do not 
ceaſe.” A peculiarly kind providence has 
favoured Great-Britain, her ſituation renders. 


her capable of balancing the power of the 


nations; and her conſtitution qualifies her 


for a pattern of true Religion and Liberty to 


the reſt of mankind. 


But in both theſe reſpects we abuſe our Prin. 


vileges. Our unhappy diviſions, and our ma- 


nifold national offences, not only expoſe us 


to the diſpleaſure of the Almighty, and ren- 
der us liable to be deprived of our mercies, 


for our baſe ingratitude; but give our ene- 
mies every advantage againſt us, as ſad ex- 


perience proves. DIVIDE and CON QUER, 
is their motto. 


It is humbly hoped, that ſcripture teſti- 


mony will have its due influence upon a ſub- 
ject ſo highly ntereſing, as that which lies 


8 before us. 


Should any object to the figurative =—_ | 


cation that has been made to a certain Great , 
Character, they are requeſted, to conſider that, 
all the relative characters of the REDEEMER 


0 | 


(y) Gen. viii. 22 


have 
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have their correſponding Srovs in tlie Wood. 
See the humble ſhepherd watching over his 


flock, and there you behold a Type of "the 
&* Good Shepherd, who laid down Hi life for 


his ſheep.“ View the vine and its branches, 


and there you have a figure of CuxrsT avid: 


his Church. © I am the vine, faith he, ye 
are the branches.” Conſider the amazing 


5 beauty of the figures uſed in the parables, 
and above all, the ſtriking ſimilitade of 


Cuxlstr and his Church, _reprefented by the 


marriage ordinance, where, with the greateſt 


truth, in the marriage ſervice, we uſe the 
following words; (z)\<* G0 Bas «Conſe. 
crated the ſtate of matrimony to ſuch an e- 


cellent myſtery, that in it is ſignified and 


repreſented, the ſpiritual marriage and unity 
betwixt Cnr1sT and his Church.” 


Hence, every man and bis lawful wife, 


(rick wives, for Cuxis was no polygamiſty 


from the King and Nuten to the pooreſt mar- 


ried ſubjects, are a typical ys or "figure of. 
the ſpiritual connection which "exiſts * in 


grace, and ever mut exiſt in glory, between 


5 the REDEENIER and the redeemed. | 


This ſcriptural dotrine cannot be debiel, 
without denying one Srand Part of Revela- 


0 20 See the marriage n 


tion, 
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tion, which whoever.does, 1 in effect he denies 


the whole. Scripture truths cannot be ſe- 


Ps. being joined and cemented together 
unerring wiſdom. 


"What a. ſnining figure then, what a ſin- 
gular type of Cunkisr and his Church do we 


behold upon the throne of Great-Britain !_ 
Say, Are the vices of the day tolerated 


there? Do luxury and diſſipation, with all 


the reigning ſins which too awfully mark 
THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES, 


find precedent at Court? No. To uſe the 
words of an upright, ſenſible, and judicious. 


author, in An Adareſs to both Houſes of Par- 
Gament : There every virtue that can adorn 


a Prance and his amiable Conſort, and crown 


domeſtic life with ſuperlative felicity, ſhines 
with diſtinguiſhed luſtre ; enough, one would 
imagine, to cover the guilty with confuſion, 
and to ſhame vice into holes and corners: 
and, may we not add, bleſſed with a nu⸗ 
merous royal iſſue, (a /ign of favour both to 


Church and State) far beyond the common 
courſe of nature; brought up, not like too 
many, in finful indulgencies, but in appli- 


cation to proper ſtudies and ee 
and in the fear and nurture of the Loxp,” 
cc „like olive branches round about their table. 0 


In 
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In every point of view, therefore, did we 
but ſee our mercies through a proper me- 


dium, how great, how ſuperior to any other 
conſtitution would that of Great-Britain ap- 
pear! Liberty, religious and civil, is her 

diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic; her funda- 


mental laws, eſtabliſhed upon the grand 


truths of the Chriſtian Religion, as the 
' Bafis both of the Church and State; and her 
Sovereign moſt ſolemnly engaged to govern 
and to reign over her as a free people, ac- 
cording to the conftitutional laws of the 
Kingdom. 

In this the King of Great-Britain is the 
greateſt Sovereign in the world, becauſe he 
reigns upon the moſt liberal principles; and 
becauſe he governs the moſt like Tux 
KING or KINGS.“ No King or Sovereign 
Power upon earth, is ſo glorious a fgn or 


type to the world, of the Kingly office of 


CHRIST, as the Sovereign upon the Britiſb 
throne ; conſequently, no people ſo great, ſo 
highly favoured as Britiſb ſubjects of every 
name, becauſe we are free; and becauſe, as 
a national Church, (England, Scotland, and 
the Toleration included) we bear the neareſt 
reſemblance to the ſpiritual Church of CHRIST. 


An arbitrary, deſpotic Government and a 


flaviſh people, bear no ſimilitude to the 
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Habs: of, Pee. or the, true, Church of | 


in 


1 r may a ſeen”, in the fol- 

ing ſcripture, both in a moral and: A re- 
[Roh point of;yiew..”. (@) ©. It is written, 
that Alngban had; two ons 190 one. 55 a 


after the fleſh ; but he of. the Hee: woman 
was by, promiſe. Which things. are an alle- 


SOT Y, for theſe. Ale, the two covenants, 


the one fr om mount Sinai, which gendereth 
ts, bondage, Which is Agar : for this Agar 


1s mount Sinai in Arabia, and anſwereth to 
* eruſalem, which now is, and is. in bondage , 


With her children. But Jeruſalem, which is 
above, is free, which i is the mother of us all. 4 
The. evangelical ſtate of things, therefore, 


knows nothing arbitrary; Liberty is the true 


ſign. of genuine Chriſtianity ;, that Liberty 


which, leads not to licentiouſnels, but to a 


free obedience. We | 
Happy for 5 were the Ren- 
ſible of her exceeding great conſtitutional 
5 privileges 1 in Church and State; and would 
learn (c) © not to uſe her Liberty for an oc- 


(e) Gal. iv. 22, 23, 24, 25, 26. (e) Gal. v. 13. 
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caſion to the fleſh, but by love to ſerve one 
another.“ 
Our Liberties, religious and civil, are an 
invaluable bleſſing; a bleſſing which no 
other nation enjoys; but it is a talent given 


us of Gop, not to abuſe, but to improve. 


As it would be moſt impolitic, as well as 


impious, was an abſolute Government to ex- 
ert its power to the utmoſt; and to keep ĩt 
always upon the ſtretch, like a bow con- 
tinually bent, which wuld neceſſarily become 
weak: So it is equally injurious to the true 
* Liberty, ſafety and happineſs of Great- Bri- 
tain, to have Privilege continually oppoſing 
" Power. ( ag) * Every kingdom divided againſt 
Itſelf 1s brought to deſolation; and every 
city or houſe divided againſt . falſe [ſhall 
not ſtand.”  Infallibility declares This truth, 


« He that is not with me is againſt me; and 
he that gathereth not with me ſcattereth.” 
This is not leſs true in 1 morality than 3 in di- 


2 


G | j 


N. 0 e l. is the a of ſociety, the de- 
ſtruction of intereſt, friendſhip, Peace and bap- 


pineſs. The power of the Crown, and the 
Privilege of the ſubjee7, at war . , 


i 4 Matt. xii. 25, 33 
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more dangerous than the power of all our 
enemies combined. We fight againſt our- 
ſelves, and our enemies look on and triumph. 
Where a ſpirit of oppoſition. takes place, 
even in families, the neceſſary conſequence 
is, the whole muſt ſuffer. If in partnerſhip 
in trade, the company be divided the par- 
ties put counteract each Tine tee in- 


Wa * „ 


it is too te. 80 in national affairs all 
have an intereſt in them; all have ſome- 
thing to gain or to loſe. We are all mem- 
bers; all partners, in a greater or leſs de- 
gree, of national proſperity or adverſity, in 
proportion as the general intereſt riſes, or 
falls. In times of peace we all enjoy the 
bleſſings of peace; in times of war, we feel 
the contrary effects. But Oppofition, the pa- 
rent of rebellion, as a ſecond cauſe, has even- 
tually deprived us of the former, and made 
us ſeverely to feel the effects of the latter. 
The pooreſt ſubject daily experiences theſe 
effects. Trade and commerce decreaſed, 
conſequently money becomes ſcarce, and du- 
ties upon the neceſſaries of life increaſed : this 
| makes the difference great indeed; however 
the rich may bear the burden, the middle 
_ claſs and the poor are made to groan under 
It, 
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it. That the preſent dangerous and expen- 
five war, in which England is now engaged, 
is the ofipring of Oppoſition, 18 a truth ſo 
evident, that a man muſt be capable of de- 
nying matter of fact, in order to deny this. 
The Rebellion in America, began in oppgſi- 
tion to Gcverument; this rebellion ſoon brought 
forth Independence; to eſtabliſh which, our 
natural enemies, who had been ſecretly add- 
ing fuel to the fire, threw off the maſk, 
when they imagined affairs ripe for their 
wicked purpoſes; happy in the ſcheme of 
ruining this nation, and ſenſible of the ſervice 
Oppoſition would afford them. Thus ſituated, 
had not an Almighty Providence ſtood in the 
gap, England muſt, ere now, have fallen a 
prey to her enemies at home and abroad. 
But, (5) © hitherto the Loxp hath helped 
us.” May Ebenezer be our /n. In order 
to caſt a miſt before the eyes of the people, 
and to veil the dark deſign, Oppoſition ſet 
every engine to work, in order to make the 
nation believe that their Liberty was in dan- 
ger, and ſtill acts upon the ſame diabolical 
plan. To this end the greateſt chara&ery 
fall a ſacrifice. The molt e intentions, 
the moſt unwearied labours, care and zeal, 


{b) 1 Sam. vii. 12. 


L cannot 
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cannot ſufficiently guard againſt the ſpirit of 


envy and detraction; every action is miſ- 


conſtrued: even the ſignal providences of 


Gop have been repreſented as OY to our 
ruin. 


few; having taken fire, like a conflagration, it 


ſpreads itſelf, and diffuſes too far its perni- 
cious effects. 


* Fama, malum quo non aliud velocius ullum, 
Mobilitate viget, vireſq;z acquirit eundo z 

Parva metu primo, mox ſeſe attollit in auras, 
Ingrediturque Ig et er inter nubila condit. 


VIRG. 


Many, in other reſpects well diſpoſed, are 


ted into the unſcriptural doctrine of Op- 
poſition to Government. They make no ſcru- 
ple to ſpeak evil of dignities; and ſo deeply 
rooted are their prejudices, that to oppoſe 
their favourite hee, is to incur their 
diſpleaſure ; not conſidering, that to oppoſe 
the adminiſtration of public affairs, is di- 
rectly oppoſing our own intereſt, by weak- 
ening thoſe powers (under Gop) appointed 


SE... "ER of all evils flies the ſwifteſt pace, 

It grows in motion, ſtrengthens i in its race: 

Firſt hatch'd in whiſpers, then it roars aloud, 
Stalks on the ground, 1 its head wrapt in a cloud. 


DRVYDEN. 
I tor 


Nor does this ſpirit reſt in the boſom of a 
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for our defence, and, in the ſame degree, 
ſtrengthening the hands of our enemies com- 


bined againſt us. It was ſaid by a wiſe and 


learned Heathen, 
S Dulce & decorum eft pro patrid mori. Ho. 


But according to the preſent patriotic ſpirit, 
as it is falſely called, this ſentence ought to 
be reverſed. Our very enemies cannot but 
ſecretly rejoice to ice ſo many among us, 
who, by every means, aſſiſt in the downfall 
and deſtruction of our countr y. 


X. It muſt give our enemies great plea- 
ſure to hear that Oppe/irion is yet alive, and 


muſt encourage the declining zutereſt of Rebel. 
lion not alittle, when they are informed, that 
it was poſitively declared in a certain great 
aſſembly, that the war with America is an 
* accurſed war.“ It may alſo diſcourage 
many of our ſoldiers, if they ſhould hear. of 


That expreſſion, and believe it true; as we 


muſt hope, that many of them are conſci- 
entious men; men that fear Gop, and regard 
his word. 
The gentleman who declared it to be an 
* accurſed war,” was moſt certainly right 


d To die for one's country is a ſweet death, a glorious 
and honourable teſtimony of love to it. 
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in the uſe of the exprefion, but not in the 
application of it, or the ſenſe in which he 
intended it to be underſtood, as will appear 
from ſcripture and reaſon. 

The word curſed is ſcriptural, and not 
often uſed but in ſcripture language. In the 
book of (c) Deut. xxvii, the word is uſed 
twelve times, in the moſt folemn and awful 
manner, againſt the man who ſhall dare to 
violate the precept to which it is ſubjoined. 
And wherever 1t occurs in ſcripture, it is de- 
nounced againſt fin ; becauſe () fin is the 
tranſgreſſion of the laws” of Gop, as robbery, 
or murder, or any other crime is a violation 
of the law of the legiſlature. Hence the 
word accurſed, when applied to any act, per- 
fon or thing, declares the ſame to be a ſin- 
ful act, &c. which, no doubt, was the in- 
tended ſenſe of the word. 

All wars have originated in fin. There 
was rebellion in heaven, when * the angels 
who kept not their firſt eſtate,” juſtly mcur- 
red the divine diſpleaſure, by their diſobe- 
dience ; which muſt have been a ſpiritual op- 
poſition to the will of the ALMIGHTY ; be- 
cauſe nothing but ſpirits could be there. 
And as all fin firſt exiſts in the Dn, be- 


0e) Deut. xvii. to the end, d) 1 John 1 ii. 4. 
= fore 
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fore it be brought forth into action, or be 
actually committed; therefore in all actual 
ſin, the ſupreme Being is firſt oppoſed, or 


made war againſt, in the mind of the of- 


fender. (e) Hence, anger without a cauſe 
is denominated a ſpecies of murder; and to 
luſt after a woman is poſitively declared, 


adultery, by an infallible interpreter of the 


law of Gop.” ) When luſt hath con- 


ceived, it bringeth forth ſin; and ſin, when 
it is finiſhed, bringeth forth death. (g) 


From whence come wars and fightings 
among you? come they not hence, even of 
your luſts, that war in your members?“ ( 
ut the luſts of the fleſh are ſinful; there- 
fore war is ſinful, becauſe it proceeds from 
the luſts of the fleſh.” 

The common acceptation of war, is a 
ſtate of hoſtility between nations, ſtates, or 
parties. So in heaven, when the angels 
rebelled, the war was between the Creator 
and his creatures. But it cannot poſſibly 
be conceived that nations, ſtates, or parties 
at war, can all be right, for then war could 
not be ſin. The powers who oppoſed the 
ALMIGHTY, upon that ſuppoſition, were 


Le! Matt. v. 22, 28. tf) James i. 15. (g) Ib. 


+ „) See the Catechilu of the Church of 
England, 
E 3 right, 
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right, and he was wrong in puniſhing them ; 
which it would be the higheſt blaſphemy to 
ſuppoſe. (i) e Shall not the Fudge of all 
the earth do right?” (+) © But Gop is 
a righteous Judge: therefore muſt do 
right. The parties then engaged in the 
preſent war, cannot each, or all be right. 
One party is injured, the other the injurer. 
The injured party has juſtice on its ſide, the 
injurer none; conſequently, war on the part 
of the injured 1s juſt, on the part of the 
injurer unjuſt, ſinful, accurſed. The King 
of England is one party now at war, his 
rebellious ſubjects, united with their wicked 
allies, the other. The queſtion is, which 
party has juſtice on its ſide? 
lt has been often affirmed, but never 
proved, that the Government and Parliament 
of Great-Britain ſubverted, or intended to 
ſubvert, the Liberty of America, by taxing 
them without their conſent; and therefore 
the Americaus took up arms againſt their 
rightful Sovereign, to defend their Liberty. 
Hut granting that the taxation impoſed upon 
them was wrong, that the Crown ſtretched 
its power too far in this reſpect; was the 
t:3ting conſideration of a tax a ſufficient 


( Gen xviii. 25. (4) Pſalm vii. 11. 
8 0 
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reaſon for them to, take ſuch a ſtep? The 
dreadful conſequence of it to themſelves, 
evidently proves it was not. It was but a 
ſmall pecuniary affair at the moſt, in which 
their religious liberty was not in the leaſt 
degree concerned; nor their civil liberty, any 
more than ours is, when there is a neceſſity 
in the ſtate to increaſe the revenue of the 
nation, by new taxes; in which there is not 
the leaſt infringement upon true liberty. To 
ſupport the Government of the nation, 1s 
only to ſupport ourſelves. 
How deſperately infatuated muſt that man 
be, who will hazard his life, his all, to ſave 
a few ſhillings; or, at the moſt, to ſave a 
few pounds a year! Be it urged that their 
remonſtrance, or petition for redreſs, was 
rejected by the Britiſh Parliament; they cer- 
tainly ought. to have waited the courſe of 
Providence. The beſt and wiſeſt of men are 
not infallible, What they could not obtain 
at one time, they might have ſucceeded in 
at another. The wiſdom of the legiſlature 
could not have been long deaf to their real 
grievances. It 1 is well known, that the in- 
 tereſts of America have always lain near the 
heart of Great Britain; and, conſequently, 
it could never be her intention, to injure ſo 
highly valued a part of berjelf. It is true 
; = I 4 the 
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the Americans had no legal repreſentatives 
in the Britiſh Parliament; but was that ever 
an argument againſt their receiving favours, 
or ſuccours from their parent country? or 
againſt their being eſteemed and regarded 
as a real, united, happy part of the Britfh 
Empire? Ought they not then, to have 
been as ready to communicate of their abun- 
dance, to the ſupport of the government, 
and the happy conſtitution to which they 
belonged, as to receive favours and protec- 
tion? Government muſt be ſupported. It 
is to the body-politic what the head is to 
the human body. The body can no more 
exiſt without the head, than the head with- 
out the body. Their connection is one, 
their intereſt reciprocal. CI) The head 
cannot ſay to the body, I have no need of 
thee; nor the body to the head, I have no 
need of thee,” The head does not hold the 
plough, work in mechanics, guide the helm, 

nor keep accounts ; the hands act, the head 
directs. The head therefore is neceſſary to 
the well-being of the body, as the body is 
to that of the head; conſequently, it is the 
intereſt of the body to ſupport the head with 
all bec coming dignity. In the natural body, 


6 See St. Paul's argument, 1 Cor. xii. 


the 
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the hands not only feed the whole ſyſtem, 
but alſo, if danger threatens the head, the 
hand, by a voluntary impulſive motion, 
even to its own hurt, immediately interpoſes, 
wards off the impending blow, and pre- 
ſerves the head, at the expence of its own 
ſuffering, if not total ruin; ſo careful are 
the members of their head. 

As therefore the head muſt naturally be 
ſapported by the ſeveral members of the 
body, ſo muſt the head of the body politic 
be ſupported by 1ts members. This is juſt, 

and for the good of the whole body. But 
the people of America were members of the 
conſtitution of Great Britain, ſubjects of the 
King, and fellow partakers of the fame pro- 
tection ; conſequently, had an equal right 
to contribute to the fupport of Government, 
in common with the reſt of their fellow ſab- 
jets. As to the trite argument of their 
being taxed without their conſent it has no 
real weight in it, ſeeing that the far greateſt 
part of the people of Great Britain are as 
much taxed without their conſent, as the 
people of America could poſſibly have been. 
Witneſs the great trading part, the middle 
claſs of people, and the poor; who all con- 
tribute their quota, and have no other voice 
in 
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in the matter, except that of ſpeaking to the 
Tax-gatherer, when he comes, to demand, 
their money: or, to the ſhop- keeper, when, 
he tells them, that, ſach, articles have an, 
encreaſe of duty laid upon them, and there- 
fore the price is advanced. While then an 
Engliſh family muſt pay a duty in the price 
of almoſt every article of hte, for the ſup- 
port of Government, why. not an American 
family ? There can poſſibly be no ſub- 
ſtantial reaſon giwen; no ręaſon eſtabliſhed, 
either in religion, or morality. The uni- 
verſal conſent of all nations, to ſupport their 
Kings and Governors, eſtabliſhes the doctrine, 
and renders it a moral law. And the. ready. 
conduct of the Son of Gon, to pay tribute, 
confirms it in religion. Take the following 
ſcriptures for a proof. (m)) cc And whey, 
they were come into Capernaum, they that 
received tribute- money, came to Peter, and 
ſaid, Doth not your maſter pay tribute ? ? 
He faith, Yes. And when he was come 
into the houſe, Ixsps prevented him, ſay- 
ing, What thinkeſt thou, Simon? Of 
whom do the Kings of the earth take cuſ- 
tom, or tr ibute? Of their own children, or 
of ſtrangers? | Peter faith unto him, of 


( 9 Matt. XVil. at 15. 26, 27. - 
ſtrangers. 
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ſtrangers. Jesus faith unto him, Then 
are the children free. Nevertheleſs, leſt we 
ſhould offend them, go thou to the ſea, and 
caſt an hook, and take up the fiſh that firt_ 
cometh up, and when thou haſt opened his 
mouth, thou ſhalt find, a piece of money; 
that take, and give unto them for me, and 
for thee.” Behold the amazing conduct of 
Cuk1sT ! and learn of him, to (1) © render 
unto Czſar, the things which are Cxiar's ; ; 
and unto Gop, the things that are Gop's.” 
He teaches, by his own example, a 125 
compliance with the demands of © the powers 
that be, . leſt we ſhould offend them” by 
oppoſition; to avoid which, he works a mi- 
racle: His Gop AD muſt be engaged, ſo 
important the duty! At the ſame time teach- 
ing Chriſtians true obedience and conformit 7 
to ſupreme powers,“ and give unto: them. 
for me and for thee.” | 
But nothing. of the original diſpute be- 
tween England and America now remains. 
All that the Americans could poſſibly de- 
fire, in the fight of Gop and man, Tide 
pendence excepted, which, as ſubjecls, they 
have 1 no right to, has been repeatedly * of - 
fred 


65 Matt. xxil. 21. 
* © Other terms were offered, which granted much 
more than the colonies had earneſtly prayed for.” 


Dr. Price. 
W hat. 
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_fered them: The olive branch held out to 
them, and their Sovereign's arms open to re- 
ceive them graciouſly to his favour and protec- 
tion, and to make them partakers of all the 
privileges of free Britiſb Subjects. Is it poſ- 
ſible for the King and Government to offer 
more? 

Men may talk of the rights of mankind 
as they pleaſe; of Liberty and Independence ; 
they may rebel, and encourage Rebellion; 
but it is hard work to oppoſe Omnipotence. 
The rights of mankind are ſurely better aſ- 
certained by znfinite Wiſdom, than by im- 
perfect, finite beings. © In the times of 
man's 1gnorance,” before the glorious Go/- 
fel was made known to the world, © the 
dominion of men over themſelves,” or the eſ- 
tabliſhing of whatever forms of government 
they pleaſed, appears moft reaſonable. But 
ſince © life and immortality are brought to 
light by the Go/pel;” ſince we have the pure 
word of truth and infallibility, to guide and 
direct us in all things, whether of a tem- 
poral or ſpiritual nature, we have no need 
to copy * after Greece or Rome. It eu, there- 


Whatever might be government's motive * offering 
ſuch terms, it certainly was moſt laudable. This leaves 
the Americans and their friends without excuſe, both in 
reaſon and religion. 


fore, 
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fore, be no diſgrace to human nature, 
to be under the government of the ſovereign 
CREATOR, the infinitely great and eternal 
Lawgiver ; who has divinely inſtituted o- 
vereign power over men, not that they ſhould 
look up to a King as to a God,” but ra- 
ther, in obedience to the divine appoint- 
ment, that they ſhould honour the King, 
(7% Baoinix ri) and be ſubject to him be- 
cauſe he 1s ordained of Gop to his office, for 
the temporal good of his people; and be- 
cauſe he is a ſcriptural type of CHRIST. 
As ſufeas © there is a Gop that judgeth 
the earth,” ſo ſure he has appointed gover- 
nors and governed; the rights of mankind 
are determined by him; Kings reign by him, 
&c. and by him ſubjects are commanded to 
obey; ſcripture and reaſon therefore, from 
the cleareſt evidence, bear their united teſ- 
timony, that the privileges of the King, or 
of the Crown, are indiſputably as ſacred and 
inviolable, as the privileges of the ſubject: 
The affirmative is undeniable ; juſtice and 
equity prove it to a demonſtration, 
But if a ſubject's right be violated, his 
property unlawtully ſeized, his perſon at- 


* Tiwz2, honoro, in honore habe, magni facio, limo. 
To honour, to eſteein at 2 gteat tate, to ſet tie higheſt 
value upon. 


ſaulted - 
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ſaulted; he is juſtified by t the law, in vindi- 
cating and defending himſelf, his right, pro- 
perty, &c. Indeed, in many caſes the law 
obliges him to proſecute the aggreſſor, or 
aggreſlors; and will defend him, vindicate 
his right, and inflict a legal puniſhment on 
the ottender. 

If then a ſubject be right in vindicating 
himſelf, or his property, by the laws of his 
country; and if the laws are his defence, 
ſafeguard, and protection; is not the King, 
in the higheſt degree of equity and reaſon, 
right, in vindicating and defendihg himſelf 
and his privileges, againſt any oppoſition 
or rebellion, that ſhall dare to rife up againſt 
him or them; by that power which Gop has 
put into. his hands, even the power of the 
{word ; when pacific means become ineffec- 
tual? (0) © For he beareth not the ſword 
in vain.” Let any gentleman, or claſs of 
gentlemen, of whatever eſtate. or denomina- 
tion, collective or individual, corporate or 
incorporate, from the lord to the mechanic, 
_ conſider well this argument, and apply it 
to himſelf, or themſelves ; taking, if they 
pleaſe, this infallible comment upon it: (p) 
% Whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do 


(% Rom. xiti. 4. {9) Matt. vii. 12. 


unto 
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unto you, do ye even ſo unto them; for 
this is' the law and the prophets.” Or, if 
they ſhould like 'a heathen commenitator 
better, they may take this, 


Vi lie hoc 7 in agro tuo feri, quad facis i in alieno? 
Nod 7161 fieri. non vis, alteri ne feceris. 


Was this doctrine ſeriouſly attended to, 
oppoſition and rebellion muſt ceaſe, and a 
happy laſting peace neceſſarily enſue; through 
all the King's dominions. 

The privileges which belong to the Crown, 
are its power and ſovereignty over all the 
Britiſd Empire, with every thing legally an- 
nexed thereunto, to enjoy, defend, pro- 
tet, rule and govern all its ſubjects of 
every denomination. Gov, in his all-wiſe 
providence, for the good of mankind, has 
conſtituted and eſtabliſned ſovereign power 
and authority to Kings; as hath been fully 
proved from ſcripture. In conſequence 
therefore of divine appointment, in the 
courſe of providence, the ſtates, provinces 
and colonies of America, are a part of the 
Britiſh Empire; acknowledged ſuch by the 
inhabitants themſelves, till their preſent un- 
happy rebellion; and alſo by every power in 
the commercial world. This proves that 
they are his Majeſty's right and property, 


28 
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as King over them, and they his ſubjects ; 
for he muſt have an indiſputable property in 
them, or elſe what is the Crown? What is 
the appointment of Gop? He has then 
juſtice clearly on his ſide, in defending the 
prerogative of his Crown. But the Americans 
are, by uſurpation, and open war, aiming 
and endeavouring, by every means, to take 
away from Great Britain its right and power 
over them: They have ſet up a new govern- 
ment, aſſumed a new name, united with her 
natural enemies, and declared themſelves in- 
dependent of the power ordained over them 
of Gop conſequently, to all intents and 
purpoſes of equity, law and juſtice, eſta- 
bliſhed upon the cleareſt evidence of truth 
and reaſon, the King of Great Britain is 
injured, defrauded and evil treated by his 
rebellious ſubjects in America; and by their 
pretended friends, aiders and abettors, of 
every character and denomination, who have 
directly or indirectly helped and aſſiſted 
them, by any means whatever, in their de- 
ſtructive Rebellion. And therefore the war 
on his part is juſt, in order to chaſtize, and 
' bring them back to their 'allegiance and 
duty; but on theirs, unjuſt, ſinful, &c. What 
man will ſuffer his goods or eſtate to be vio- 
lently taken from him, and not uſe all endea- 

Yours 
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vours to reſcue them from the hands of rob- 
bers, or unjuſt uſurpers? What city would 
tamely ſubmit to have its Liberties, Privi- 
leges, Charters, &c. taken away ? Would.the 
City of London ſuffer this? Or what fſove- 
reign powers in the world would permit their 
ſabjects to caſt off their allegiance, and take 
poſſeſſion of a part of their dominions, with- 
out acting in the very ſame manner, as the 
Government of England is now acting. 

Would France or Spain ſuffer their ſub- 
jects to rebel, caſt off their allegiance to 
them, and take poſſeſſion of their territories, 
without attempting to recover their rights, or 
to bring back their revolted ſubjects to their 
allegiance and duty? In every point of view, 
therefore, the Crown of England has juſtice 
on its fide, in uſing every lawful means to 
ſubdue the revolted Colonies, and to bring 
them back to that allegiance, under which 
divine Providence placed them. It is the 
King's duty ſo to do: he muſt defend the 
rights of his Crown. The intereſt, ſafety, 
and happineſs of the nation require it of him, 
as well as thoſe of his own family. Theit, 

fore every man, every collective body of 
men, every power in the world, mult in 
reaſon acknowledge, that the King of 


Gre. eat Britain is only doing what all would 
©) F as 
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do in ſimilar caſes, according to their ſitu- 
ation or circumſtances. 

But to put the ſubject beyond diſpute, let 
us examine the word of Gop, and fee what 
infinite wiſdom has determined concerning 
rebellion. Lawyers in their pleadings refer 
to ſtatute books to prove the cauſe; and in 
particular debates in Parliament, reference 
is often had to the records of the houſe, for 
the ſame end. So, upon religious ſubjects, 

the holy Scriptures infallibly determine 
upon every religious queſtion or caſe that 
can poſſibly exiſt, either in doctrine or mo- 
rality. 

But Rebellion is a ſubject of as 
much treated of in the ſacred records of Scrip- 
ture; conſequently, the law againſt it may 
be knowl from the caſes which are therein 
determined; and which will alſo prove the 


curſed nature of it, in the ſtrongeſt, cleareſt 
manner. 


XI. The Rebellion of * Korah, Dathan and 
Abiram, and their company, with the dread- 
ful conſequences of it, affords us a moſt 


convincing proof of its heinous nature, in 
the ſight of Gop and man. 


* See Numbers Xvi. 


Theſe 
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Theſe men, from a miſtaken or falſe inter- 
pretation of their national privileges, and of 
their rights as a peculiarly diſtinguiſhed peo- 
ple, drew the worſt concluſions ; and thence 
took occaſion to © deſpiſe Government, that 
Government which Gop had appointed over 
them; to rebel againſt ges and Aaron, and 
to ſet up themſelves as independent ; or, en- 
titled to an equal right in the manage- 
ment of public fairs; as the My of 
their rebellion evidently ſhews. 

| Korah, Dathan and Abiram, with all their 
confederates, are a ſtanding monument, or 
W gn of Gop's great diip! eaſure againſt rebel- 
lion, and againſt thoſe who dare reſiſt his 
moral government, Or governors appointed 
and eſtabliſhed in the world, whether in 
Church or State. 

The fin of their vebellion may be clearly 
ſeen in the ſingular puniſhment inflifted 
upon them, and all that appertained unto 
them. They all went down alive into the 
pit, and the carth cloſed upon them! A 
moſt awf.ol Phenomenon of vindictive wrath 
againſt rebellion ! Gop will vindicate his own 
authority in and over the world, in oppo- 
fition to all that men can do. (g“ Ven- 


62) Heb. x. 30. 
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geance belongeth unto me, I will recom- 
penſe, ſaith the LoRD.” 

Let thoſe who © deſpiſe dominion, and freak 
evil of dignities,” remember this awful de- 
nunciation of divine diſpleaſure againſt them. 


(a) Woe unto them! for they have gone in 


the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the 
error of Balaam, and periſhed in the gain- 


ſaying of Core.” Hence, by comparing 
Scripture with Scripture, we may ſee that 


oppoſition and rebellion are not leſs ſinful and 
diſpleaſing to Gop, under the new Teſta- 
ment diſpenſation, than undet the old. 
His will is unchangeably the ſame in all 
things, in all ages, in all nations. Sin is 
ſin, wherever it appears, in the fight of Gop; 

either in the heart, or in actual commiſſion, 
To caſt off allegiance to a lawful Sovereign, 
to take up arms, or, to make war againſt 


him, is actual rebellion. This the Ameri-. 
cans have done in the higheſt degree; there- 
fore they are in actual rebellion, conſequent- 


ly, in actual fin. But Jzsus CuRisT in his 
ſpiritual expoſition of the law, declares, (6) 
That whoſoever is angry with his brother, 


without a cauſe, is in danger of the judg- 


(a ) Jude 2 8 {b) Matt v. 22, 28, 


ment;“ 
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ment;“ and, that © whoſoever looketh on a 
woman to luſt after her, hath committed 
adultery with her already in his heart.” Et 
dice verſa, Therefore a ſpirit of union with 
the rebellious Americans, an approbation of 
their conduct, a wiſhing well to their cauſe, 
or ſecretly defending, aiding, or aſſiſting 
them; or oppoſing any meaſures of govern- 
ment, directly or indirectly, to bring them 
back to their allegiance and duty, is rebellion 
in the ſight of Gop. © For he that PO 
(a man of corrupt principles) Gor ipecd, 1 
Hogs of his evil deeds,” 2 John x1. 


* Nam ſcelus intra ſe tacitum gui cogitat ullum, 
Fatt crimen babet,— 


2.8 ABlalon' s conſpiracy _ bello againſt 
his father Dewid, K:nz of Tſrael, preſents us 
with another /g7 of Gop's diſpleaſure againſt 
the fins of Oe” who take up arms againſt 


F 2 Sam. xvii. 23.—xxviii. 6, 7. 

—Extinttus tod p iriter cum prole dome que, 
Et quamvis longd deduciis gente propinquis. 
Has patitur pœnas peccanui ſola voluntas, Ju v. Sat. 13. 
The man with all his family, was utter ly extirpated, 
though defended from an ancient race of anceſtors. 


Thus, the intention only of doing wrong ſuffers vari- 


ous puniſhments. | 
* For he wha intends, or deſires. to commit any fe- 


cret villainy, is equally gullty, as if he had actually com- 
autted the offence. 
2 — 


„%,“ 
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their lawful Sovereign. Twenty thouſand 


of his followers, and Abitophel his coun- 


ſellor, who hanged himſelf, died in their 
ſins, as examples to mankind of Gop's diſ- 
pleaſure. Providence becomes the execu- 
tioner of the law of Gop's vengeance ; fixes“ 
Abſalom between the earth and the heavens, 
as unworthy of either; and ſtamps an in- 
delible „gn of infamy upon his character, as 


a warning to others, to deter them from the 


aggravated crimes of rebellzon and diſobe- 
dence. 

3. The Rewolt of the ten tribes of Iſrael, from 
king Reboboam, {on of Sclomon, affords us an 
awful warning againft the fin of rebellion. 


Never did ſufferings equal theirs ! (e)“ But 


becauſe Reboboam was not permitted to bring 
them by coercive means, many well diſpoſed 
people do therefore conclude, that their re- 
bellion was approved of Gop ; conſequently, 
that the American rebellion is agrecable to 
the divine will; that Government ought to 


have withdrawn their forces, and left the 


Americans to themſelves, to act as they 
pleaſed, without making war upon them, 
or endeavouring to force them to obedience. 


* 2 Sam. XV. 10. T. 1 Kings xii. 24. 


The 
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The goodneſs or badneſs of a cauſe may 
generally be known by the effects. (d For 
a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit ; 
neither doth a corrupt tree bri ing forth good 
fruit. Every tree is known by its own fruit.” 
(e) © Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work 

is not executed ſpeedily, therefore the heart 
of the ſons of men is fully ſet in them to 
do evil.” Yet when Abjah, Rehoboam's ſon, 
came to the throne of Judah, he was then 
ſuffered to puniſh Jeroboam and the houſe 
of ſjrael, for their rebellion. (f) Abijab 
and his people flew them with a great ſlaugh- 
ter; ſo there fell down flam of Iſrael, five 
hundred thouſand choſen men.” 

If the ſevereſt and moſt ſignal judgments, 
if the loſs of every thing defirable in life, 
if Gop's diſpleaſure and the danger of eternal 
puniſhment, have any weight to render re- 
bellion odious, and to deter men from it; 
the caſes we have collected from Scripture, 
afford mankind the moſt nen argu- 
ments againſt it. 

From the revolt of Iſrael, in the beginning 
of Reboboam's reign, they never after enjoyed 
their national privileges. A ſucceſſion of 


d Luke vi. 43, 44. ( Eccleſ. viii. 11. 
F 1/8 Chron. x111 1). 


F< wicked, 


my 
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wicked, deſpotie, bloody Kings ruled over 


them; who, Soing on from bad to worſe, 
involved the people in all kinds of miſeries. 
[/rael is carried into captivity. Why? (g) 
They e retuſe the waters of Sh:/:ah that go 
ſoftly, which figuratively pointed to the mild 
and gentle reign of the houſe of David, as 


he was a type of Curisr. They caſt off 


their allegiance to their lawful Sovereign, and 


choſe themſelves a King. What was the 


conſequence? No ſtep could pofiibly have 
been more fatal to them. Plunged into the 


dark gulph of 1dolatry, they became dead to 


all covenant bleſſings; and ſo continuing to 
their final rebellion againſt CuRIST, the an- 


titype of the ſoveretgn power they had long 


before caſt off, they (H became a proverb 
and a by word among all nations” unto this 
day, after having ſuffered more than ever any 
other nation in the world experienced.“ 

4. Take one example more from Scripture, 
of the awful judgments inflicted upon thoſe, 
who rebel againſt ſovere:gn power, whatever 
their own ation may be. & Zedekiab, a tri- 
butary King, muſt ſuffer for rebellion; Gor 


will not pardon infidelity wherever it is found. 


69.) Ta. vill. 6. 65 Deut. xxvin. 37. * See 


Jaſel tus. $ See 2 Kings xxiv. 25. and Ezek. xvii. 


XII. In 


1 
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XII. In every point of view therefore, re- 
 bellion is a fin of the moſt heinous nature; 
it ſtrikes at the root of all morality ; op- 
poſes the poſitive commands of Gop, as re- 
vealed in the holy Scriptures ; deſpiſes and 
rejects the only /ign of CurisT's power in 
the world; and of his ſpiritual reign in and 
over his Church, it alſo diſturbs the peace of 
mankind, and brings innumerable calamities 
along with it, as the Scriptures which have 
been conſidered upon the ſubject, and the 
ſtate of the preſent SIGNS OF THE TIMES, 
clearly prove. 

Who can with truth call that man moral, 
or upright, who lives habitually in fin or 
immorality? it would be a contradiction in 
terms: but rebellion is an allowed habitual 
ſin, both againſt Gop and man, as hath 
been fully proved from Scripture; both from 
the expreſs commands of Gop, and from 
the puniſhments inflicted in conſequence 

of it; therefore, it neceſſarily ſtrikes at the 
root of, and deſtroys all found morality. 

Rebellion is equally inconſiſtent with the 
truth of the Chriſtian religion; a man can- 
not be a Chriſtian and a Rebel habitually. 
Holineſs of life, and obedience to the com- 
mands and 9 of Gop, are the viſible 


diſ— 
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diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics of Chriſtianity: 
but rebellion directly oppoſes holineſs and 
obedience, becauſe it is in itſelf ſinful ; there- 
fore, as it oppoſes the grand characteriſtics 
of Chriſtianity, it conſequently eppoſes 
Chriſtianity itſelf. 

Whatever oppoſes the pe, will act in the 
ſame degree, or have the ſame effe& upon 
the thing or perſon typified. To deny 
revelation, or the ſacrament of the Lokp's 
Supper, 1s to deny the prophetic and prieſtly 
Offices of CHRIST, which is death eternal, 
becauſe the means of ſalvation are rejected: 
ſo, to rebel againſt the King, or to deny that 
allegiance to him, which Gop has com- 
manded, as the ſtanding ſign of CurisT's 
Kingly office ; is ſpiritually to rebel againſt. 
CuR1sT, and to caſt off allegiance to him, 
by rejecting the fig of his n, in provi- 
dence, grace, and ſalvation.“ 


* This is fully vowed i in the caſe of the ten tribes of 
Ifſrael. The ſtate of idolatry into which they fell, ap- 
pears to have taken place immediately after their revolt. 
They rejected the type—the next ſtep brings them to re- 
ject the antitype. In IJ/rael's caſe a glaſs is preſented, in 
which we may behold the unhappy connection of the 
Americans with their “ great and good ally,” and tremble 
for their awful ſituation, unleſs the Lo xp of Hoſts vouch- 


ſafe to enable the parent, to deliver her children out of 
the jaws of the devouring lion ! 


8 
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If the general conduct of a man be up- 


right; if the tenor of his life be moral and 
virtuous, and he ſhould be overtaken and 


apprehended in one criminal offence, which 
the law has made capital; ſuppoſe in the 
act of forgery, robbery, murder, &c. or 
rebellion : The law lays hold of him, he no 
longer bears the character of an upright, 
virtuous man ; his former character, how- 
ever excellent, has no weight or merit, at 
leaſt to ſave him ; being found guilty, he 
muſt die; the law knows no mercy. 

In like manner, if a man bears the faireſt 
character in life; if he be honeſt and up- 
right in all his converſation, excepr in the 
duty which he owes to his King; if he re- 


bels againſt his Sovereign, he is guilty in the 


ſight of God ; becauſe he reſiſts the ord:- 
nance of Gop's appointment; and thereby 
renders himſelf obnoxious to condemnation, 
by the law of God and man. In a word, “ 

Rebellion 


* (Marad) Rebellavit, amarus, acerbus factus fuit, 
to rebel, to revolt, to be bitter, to make bitter. As a 


noun, T2 Rebellio, Rebellion, Bitterneſs. dh (Marahb) 


Rebellis uit, Rebellavit. To reſiſt, ſtand up or rebel 
againſt, to diſobey, to provoke, imbitter, grieve, ** It 


hath properly the ſignification of changing and bitterneſs, . 
but is applied to apoſtacy, rebellion and diſobedience. 
It ſignifieth one that changeth or turneth to the worſe 


both 
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Rebellion is bitterneſs in the ſtrongeſt ſenſe 
of the term. 

It is a moſt diſtaſteful, diſpleaſing thing 
to Gop, becauſe it is a poſitive violation of 
his word; and it is a moſt bitter thing to 
mankind ; witneſs Korab, &c. Abſalom, &c. 
and the ten tribes of Vael; theſe all felt the 
bitter effects of it. So did Zedeꝶiab, though a 

King; when he ſaw his children ſlain before 
his eyes: after that, his own eyes were put 
out, and himſelf confined in a priſon in Ba- 
bylon ; there to die, according to Gop's de- 
termination, becauſe of his rebellion. 


Witneſs too American Rebelli on, 
In all its mournful, fatal, dire effects! 


| Here all deſcription i 1s beggared. View 2 
riſing people, happy in their ns ee 
flouriſhing in commerce, increaſing 1 

ſtrength and reputation ; united to, and 5 
tected by, a power (under Gop) which ena- 
| bled them to bid defiance to all their ene- 
mies; and bleſſed with the moſt happy pri- 
vileges, religious and civil, that the world 
knows of. But, view the awful contraſt ! How 
changed the once pleaſing ſcene! Who can 
reflect upon it without deep commiſeration? 


both in heart and action, and in particular turneth from, 
and . the will of Gop.” Critica Sacra. 


The 
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The prophet's pathetic lamentation is too 


truly applicable. (i) How is the gold be- 
come dim! how is the, moſt fine gold chang- 
ed! &c.” This once happy people, ſeduced 
and inſtigated by a rebellious and diabolical 
faction, have caſt off all dutiful allegiance 


to their Sovereign, taken up arms againſt 


him, and Joined in confederacy with their 
very enemies, .the moſt unnatural both in 
religious and civil Liberty. In conſequence 


of their rebellian and unnatural | alliance, 


their country is drenched in blood; their 
commerce, property, moral and religious 
privileges, their families and friends, are 


all ruined; and, to bind their miſeries the 


more effectually upon them, a tyrannical 
government, which they have inſtituted (the 
Congreſs) holds them in as great, if not 


greater ſlavery, than the world has before 


known! 


Can a cauſe be good which 8 ſuch 


effects? See the ſtate of Europe! * Wars 
and rumours of wars” alarm thoſe who de- 
fire that peace might flouriſh in the earth ; 


and put the powers thereof in motion, 
uncertain what ſhall be the iſſue. Four of 


{:) Lam. iv. 1. 


the 
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the Eur opean powers are actually at war; the 
reſt looking on, filent ſpectators, not daring 
to interpoſe in the preſent unprovoked, un- 
precedented war, on the part of Great-Bri- 
tain, Behold the tears of the widow and 
fatherleſs flowing down their cheeks, lament- 
ing their irreparable loſs | while the flouriſh- | 
ing and opulent merchant, tradeſman, land- 
holder, &c. are reduced to the moſt ſevere 
Jufferings; the father, probably, divided 
againſt the ſon, and the fon againſt the fa- 
ther; brother againſt brother, and friend 
agaiuft friend; while the horrors of wär 
rage, and confuſion is ſpread around one 
part of the once flouriſhing, happy Empire 
of Great Britain. 

Such are the effects of rebellion; ſuch the 
awful, diſtreſſing, and moſt amazingly por- 
tentous 
sIGNS OF THE TIMES! 

- which the more thinking part of mankind, 
muſt now regard with aſtoniſhment, behold- 
ing the unjuſt, unequal conteſt; and which 
the lateſt poſterity will view with wonder in 
the hiſtorian's page: and the more ſo, if, by 
the omnipotent power of the Lox of Hoſts, 
Great Britain ſhall be ſeen to rife ſuperior to 
all her combined adverſaries, as ſhe has done 
2 | in 
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in times paſt; while her unjuſt, treacherous, 
malicious enemies, ſhall ſuffer ſhame for 
their atrocious, perfidious conduct. 


What cauſe have we, as a nation, to be 
thankful to AL MIGHTY Gop, who hath. 


enabled us to withſtand the powers confe- 
derated againſt us! Happy for us, were we 
more ſenſible of it; we ſhould then acknow- 


ledge a ſuperior Power, and truſt to the Gop 
of armies and battles, in the noble exer- 


tion of the means, put into the hands of our 


gracious Sovereign, to defend the Bri 5 
Empire. 


The race is not to the ſwift, nor 


the battle to the ſtrong.” Having truth and 


juſtice on her fide, what may Great-Br:itain 
not expect? may ſhe not expect an happy 
termination of all her troubles? may the 
not hope for another teſtimony of the di- 
vine interpoſition in her favour ? and an ad- 
ditional cauſe to love and praiſe the Gop of 
all her mercies, and of all her falvation? 
It is true too many among us burleſque 
every religious ſentiment. But does it fol- 
low, that becauſe (J) «© fools make a mock 


at ſin; therefore, all are to do ſo? Or, be- 


(#) Ecclef. ix. 11, CD) Prov. ait. 


cauſe © 
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cauſe ſome people (m) hve without Gon 
in the world,” that, conſequently, true re- 
ligion muſt be deſpiſed, and baniſhed to a 
more favourable climate, where. ſhe may 
meet a better reception. 
Whatever men. of corrupt, unſctivearal 
principles, may conceive againſt the divine 
 Juperintendency over human affairs: whatever 
they may conclude, or infer, from their /y/- 
tems of things: the ſacred oracles declare, 
that the minuteſt of our concerns are under 
a ſpecial Providence: how much more then 
the greateſt? (n Are not two ſparrows 
ſold for a farthing ? and not one of them ſhall 
fall to the ground, without your Father: But 
the very hairs of your head are all numbered.” 
But notwithſtanding Great-Britain has 
truth and juſtice on her ſide, in the preſent 
calamitous war ; and conſequently, may look 
for divine Aſiſtance, and for a bleſſing upon her 
Councils, Fleets and Armies againſt her for- 
midable enemies; which hey cannot do, 
becauſe of the injuſtice of their cauſe : yet, 
have we not too much reaſon to conclude, 
that our national. fins are the cauſe of na- 
tional puniſhments? (op) The Lord hath 


| (m) Eph, ii. 125 (=) Matt. x. 29. (9) Jer. xxv. 31, 


4 con- 
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a controverſy with the nations, he will plead: 
with all fleth, he will give them that are 
wicked to the ſword, ſaith the Lorp.” 
Hath he not then a controverſy with the 
Kingdom of Great-Britain? What civilized 
nation under heaven 1s guilty of greater ſins? 
Was there ever a fin known, or which the. 
corrupt nature of man is capable of com- 
mitting, that is not committed in England? 
except, perhaps, that ſin in its literal ſenſe, 
where it 1s ſaid, (p) Vea, they ſacrificed 
their ſons and their daughters to devils;“ 
which too many parents eventually do, in a 
ſpiritual ſenſe, by their ſinful indulgences 
of their children ; and by their neglecting 
to (g) © bring Ss; up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Loxp.“ 
National puniſhment 1s a 4 
proof of national guilt. This truth all na— 
tions have agreed in, as appeared from their 
offering up propitiatory ſacrifices to their 
deities, in times of national or public ca- 
lamity. The hiſtory of the Flood; of the 
deſtruction of Sodom and Gomorrah; of 
Tyre and Sidon; of Babylon's fall; of the 
final deſtruction of Jeruſalem by the Ro— 
mans; and of the rejection and diſperſion of 


( }) Pſalm cvi. 37. 7 77 Epheſ. 11. 4. 
0 the 
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the Jews; prove, in the ſtrongeſt manner, 
the above propoſition. The ſword is one 
of God's {ore judgments : (ſee Ezek. xiv. 21.) 
The ſword, put for war, is the inſtrument of 
puniſhment: but we are now at war, a moſt 
dangerous war! conſequently, there muſt be 
a cauſe why we are punithed, which can only 
be our fins, our Rebellion againſt Gop, and 
departing from his /aws, 
When a diſeaſe takes place in the human 
body, the effects evidently prove there is a 
cauſe. In like manner, when the body po- 
litic is diſordered, the effects proceeding from 
that diſorder, prove the lame as in the hu- 
man ſyſtem. 

. That the body politic of Great-Britain, 
the beſt conſtitution in the world, is difor- 
dered, 1s too true; the oppoſing, coun- 
teracting, diſaffected, rebellious ſtate of 
ſome of its parts proves it to a demonſtra- 
tion. The effects have been, and now are 
felt by its members very ſeverely, To re- 
medy this diforder, many learned and in- 
genious men have laboured much, have ar- 
gued ſtrongly upon the ſubject, and em- 
ployed their reaſoning powers, as well as 
able pens, to ſhew the cauſe, in order to pre- 
ſeoeribe for the recovery of the health of the 
Britiſh 
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Britiſh Empire ; but have not hitherto been 
happy enough to ſucceed. | 
The head and ſome of the principal mem- 
bers have been generally blamed, (though 
nothing has been really proved againſt them) 
as the cauſe of the diſorder. The head, be- 
cauſe it raiſed itſelf too high, or had too 
much influence over the body; and the ſaid 
members, becauſe they exerted their ſtrength 
and abilities too much, in ſupport of the 
head; or, as ſome would have it, to ſupport 
themſelves. 

But however the real truth may be found 
at the laſt, (for all ſecrets will be made ma- 
nifeſt in due time) ſomething of the ſame 
conduct appears to have taken place from 
the beginning of the world. 

When Adam had, by his diſobedience, 
forfeited the Divine favour, he immediately 
fixes the charge upon his wife: (r) © The 
woman which thou gaveſt to be with me, 
| ſhe gave me of the tree and I did eat; 
tacitly reflecting upon, and charging * 
CREATOR with his ſin. The woman ſpeaks 
the ſame language: 9. «* The ſerpent be- 
guiled me, and I did eat.” Thus they being 
both guilty, vainly ſought to evade the 


72 Gen. iii. 12. (5) Ib. iii. 13. 
charge; 
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charge; and inſtead of confeſſing their ſin, 
they endeavoured to hide it from the all- 
ſeeing eye of Gop, and thereby increaſed it, 
by adding ſin to ſin. 

As, therefore, national ſins are the ra- 
dical cauſe of national ſu Herings; and as 
every member of the community has con- 
tributed to the enormous ſum; what re— 
mains but to act uprightly; to acknowledge 
our ſins, and to repent of them; and not, 
as in the caſe above, to throw the blame 
upon one another, whatever ſituation we 
fill in life; but to bring the application 
home, each to ourſelves, according to Da- 
niel's eonfoſlion; (7) We have ſinned, and 
have committed iniquity, and have done 

wickedly, and have rebelled, even by de- 
_ parting from thy precepts, and from thy 
judgments ;” remembering the following 
emphatic ſcripture; ** Righteouſneſs exalt- 
eth a nation: but fin is a reproach to any 
e Prov. xiv. 34- 


(1 ) Dan. ix. v. 
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